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Corporate Subscriptions to Railroad Com- 
panies. 

We publish this week the opinion of the Su- 
preme Court of Kentucky, sustaining the subscrip- 
tion of Mason county, in that State, to the Mays- 
ville and Lexington railroad. We give the opin- 
ion entire, that our readers may see all the grounds 
upon which it is based. The decision is an im- 
portant one, as applicable not only to the numer- 
ous issues of the Kentucky county bonds, but from 
the influence that it will be likely to exert upon 
the courts of other States, where similar questions 
may be raised. 

The result in the above case has established no 
new principle in the law of the country, but is 
nearly a re-aflirmation of the discussions of other 
States where the question has come up for adjudi- 
cation. In the older States, the competency of ci- 
ties and counties to subscribe in their corporate 
capacity to works of general improvement has long 
been acquiesced in; this acquiescence being based 
upon repeated decisions sustaining this power.— 
The right of a city to execute works which have 
for their object the general good and convenience, 
is one of the necessary results of all social organi- 
zations, Take the case of the New York Water 


Works. The water furnished by them, is not, 
strictly speaking, an indispensable necessity, but a 
great luxury and convenience. Private enterprise 
was not equal to the task of bringing water from 
the Croton river into the city. It was necessary 
for the city, in its corporate capacity, to assume 
the work, though the project was opposed by a 
very large body of our citizens, on the ground that 
they were weil supplied with water already, and 
were unwilling to assume a burden which bene- 


{fitted others alone. The majority decided in favor 


of wate~, and the opponents of the measure were 


compelled to contribute their proportion to secure 


its success. By our organic laws, the will of the 


~ |majority stands for the will of the whole. If there 


is any hardship in this, it is one inherent in the 
principle upon which ali our institutions are 
founded. 

This principle, as already stated, is of universal 
appreciation. Upon it are based nearly all our 
works of a public character, such as railroads, ca- 
nals, water works, public highways, etc., etc.— 
There is not a town in the United States of any 
considerable importance that has not made large 
appropriations to one or the other of these works, 
which could never have been executed without 
such aid. The competency of the majority to bind 
the minority, and force contributions from them to- 
wards the construction of works of a declared pub- 
lic utility, has been questioned over and over 
again ; but the decisions have been unanimous 
‘in confirmation of this right. We must expect that 
in all the new States, as well as in the old, the 
question will continue to be raised till it is finally 
settled by the highest legal tribunal of each State. 

In the eastern States, the case most commonly 
referred to as settling this question is that of Rose 
vs. Inhabitants of Bridgeport, in Connecticut. That 
city borrowed money in its corporate capacity, to 
aid the construction of the Housatonic railroad.— 
The inducement to this, was the expected advan- 
tage to be derived by the city from being made the 
terminus of the road. The enterprise, instead of 
coming up to public expectation, proved disastrous, 
and the city, in consequence, refused to pay the li- 
ability assumed for the above purpose. The cred- 
itor, thereupon, commenced a suit and recovered 
judgment for the amount due him, against the city 
in its corporate capacity. There being no public 
property of the city that could be reached, the cred- 











itor proceeded to levy his execution upon the pri. 
vate property of individual citizens, and to accom- 
plish this object, was compelled, under direction of 
the sheriff, to break into a number of stores, and 
take therefrom large quantities of personal proper- 
ty. The citizens, whose property was taken, bro’t 
actions of Replevin against the sheriff, and in this 
manner the whole matter was brought before the 
Supreme Court in the State. The court decided 
the law to be not only constitutional, but that the 
private property of each individual was held for the 
corporate debts of a city or county of which he 
might be a member. Such is now the recognised 
law of theland. Upon recovering judgment against 
a city or a county, the creditor may seize the pro- 
perty of an individual member, who in turn has his 
remedy by an action, either against the corporation, 
or against the different members of it, to compel 
them to contribute their proportion of the amount 
paid. 

The same question was recently raised in the 
State of Maine, in the matter of the subscription of 
the city of Gardiner to the Portland and Kennebec 
railroad, and Judge Ware of the U. States District 
Court, sustained the subscription upon the grounds 
already stated. 


Of the reasonableness of the proposition in the 
abstract, that a majority may bind the minority to 
works of manifest public improvement, we believe 
there can be no doubt. In its application, it is the 
very corner stone upon waich our institutions ani 
laws are based Its practicable application is seen 
on every side. All our cities, from the largest to 
the smallest, have affirmed it by their acts, over 
and over again. The city of Albany subscribed a 
large sum to the Western railroad. The city of 
Baltimore now owns nearly $4,000,000 of stock in 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. Philadelphia, in 
its corporate capacity, has contributed a large sum 
to the Pennsylvania Central railroad. So has 
Pittsburg to the same object. We merely instance 
these cities as prominent illustrations of the princi- 
ple stated. The securities issued by them are now, 
and have ever been, regarded, as the very best ever 
offered in this market. 


Our friends, purchasing county securities, must 
expect that the question of their validity will be 
raised in every State where it has not been defin- 
itely settled. At home, these questions create no 


apprehension, nor detract from the value of the se- 
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curity ; as the law upon the subject is too well es- 
tablished to raise a doubt as to their legality, and’ 
we merely make the above remarks to relieve any’! 
anxiety that may be excited abroad by our publish- 
ing articles having reference to county subscrip- 
tions. In the older States, all these questions have 
been forever laid at rest, by repeated adjudications 
of the proper tribunals. The decision of the Su- 
preme Court of Kentucky is but an affirmation of 
the law there. 

As a general rule, it may be stated that the au- 
thority of a majority to bind the minority of a city 
or county, is in exact harmony with our whole sys- 
tem. With us, all powerrests in the majority. In 
Europe, for instance, the power of the State has 
either been assumed by, or has been permanently 
delegated to the few individuais that constitute the 
government. With us, the power of the majority 
to carry out works of public improvement has only 
been used for beneficent objects, and our friends 
everywhere may rest assured that as far as the va- 
lidity of the securities named are concerned, they 
are beyond a doubt. Of their intrinsic value, and 
we believe them to be superior to most offered in 
our market, we shall take occasion to speak in 
our next. 





Western Railroad, 

The directors of the Western railroad corpora- 
tion have issued the report of their acts and doings, 
receipts and expenditures, for the year ending No- 
vember, 1851. We subjoin the following table, ex- 
hibiting the aggregates of receipts and expenditures 
for the time specified. . 

The income of the road for the year was as fol- 
lows : 

From passengers, .....s000. see eee» $603,207 05 


NINE, WAGE 455660046. Sense oe es 714,362 92 
From other sources......esee00.6+. 36,324 66 








TOL 2.0.00 0000 0000 seen cscs ccsscces 1,353,894 63 
EXPENSES. 
Repairs of road.... 2.0. eee sees sees $122,719 32 
- CNRINES, .cccccccececces. 30,049 96 
" freight and passenger cars. 70,070 04 
. DVUMINRS:, csiccccvciscsece. — 11,316'03 
Transportation expenses............ 328,815 27 
General expenseS........seee+e00.. 27,883 58 


$597,756 20 
Net earnings for the year............ 756,138 43 
From this deduct the following payments, viz: 

Balance of interest ......... sees eeee $282,548 93 

Two dividends, 4 per centeach...... 412,000 00 

Payment to sinking funds........... 50,000 00 
Loss on Pittsfield and North Adams 

5,497 68 


SOE «nck vane SB Gs 45655050 


$750,046 61 
Surplus carried to contingent fund, 
co atacone meister in spain 6,091 82 
Add balance to credit of do., Nov. 30, 
cconirececccssess SRE 


1850 ...00 ccc cee 





Total amount of contingent fund No- 
MOEN OG, FOO. S555. oss cece eee $128,121 51 


The general result of the year’s work, as com- 
pared with the work of the preceding year, will ap- 
pear thus: 


Other 
Passengers, Freight. sources. Total. 
1850... $590,743 $740,493 $35,015 $1,366,252 





1851... 603,207 714,362 36,324 1,353,894 
Increase 12,464 ........ a eee 
Decrease ...... 96,131 2.4. 12,358 


The receipts of the Pittsfield and North Adams 
railroad, a branch of the Western, were, for pas- 
sengers, $17,131 81; freight, $19,483 51 ;- other 
sources, $900, The aggregate expenses were $16,- 


012; net income, $21,502 32, The payment ol 6 
per cent on the stock, which is guaranteed, in two 
dividends of 3 per cent, amount to $27,000, leaving 
a deficiency to be charged to the guarantee fund 
account of $5,497 68. The business yielded $4,909 
gross revenue mere than it did in 1850, but the in- 
creased expenses left the net revenue only $2,553 
larger than in that year. 

The value of the Massachusetts sinking fund at 
the close of the year 1850 was $614,090 48; in- 
erease in 1851, $77,507 09; total value at the end 
of last year, $691,597 57. The increase of the Al- 
bany sinking fund was $24,816 27, making its to- 
tal value $318,368 82; aggregate value of both 
funds, $1,009,966 39. The total increase of the 
sinking funds was $104,805 79. 

The floating debt of the corporation, which, on 
the 1st December, 1850, amounted to $101,500, was 
entirely extinguished prior to 30th November, 1851; 
and on the 17th December, when the dividend state- 
ment was made up, the cash and cash assets in the 
hands of the treasurer amounted to $313,621. 

Arrangements have been made with the Harlem 
railroad company for doing their work between 
Chatham Four Corners and Altany. Twelve and 
a half miles of track, between Middlefield and Pitts- 
field, have been relaid with 70 lb. rail. 

The total cost of the Western and Albany, and 
West Stockbridge railroads, to November 30, 1851; 
was $9,953,758 84. The total number of shares is- 
sued by the corporation is 51,500. 





Railroad to Mt. Carmel and Albion, 

We are glad to see that the Mt. Carmel Register 
is earnestly advocating a railroad from that place 
to Albion, and a branch to Princeton, to tap the 
Evansville and Illinois railroad. It correctly con- 
cludes, we think, that such a road would pay a 
handsome dividend. Certainly aroad which would, 
by connecting with the Evansville and Illinois rail- 
road, unite the rich and populous country in the 
neighborhoods of Mt. Carmel and Albion, with the 
Ohio river at Evansviile, and with the upper Wa- 
bash at Vincennes and Terre Haute, and thus 
eventually with the railroads of Indianapolis, must 
pay a good dividend, and prove highly beneficial] 
to that region of country. It appears that inquir- 
ies have been made of the directors of our road, in 
reference to the Mt. Carmel and Princeton road.— 
Mr. Ingle thus writes in reply : 

“In behalf of our directors, I will venture to say, 
that I have no doudt but the completion and equip- 
ping of a railroad from Mt. Carmel to Albion 
would insure the almost immediate construction of 
the branch road in question.”—(Alluding to the 
road between Mt. Carmel and Princeton.) 

“In answer to the question whether our railroad 
would aia in constructing the branch road, I would 
say that our railroad would be so deeply interested 
in the matier, that it would doubtless aid to the ex- 
tent of its ability in constructing the branch.” 


Such a branch of our railroad, connecting us 
with the rich and highly productive country about 
Albion and Mt. Carmel, should certainly be a great 
object to the Evansville and Illinois railroad com- 
pany. A vast quantity of the wholesale business 
of Evansville depends upon that very region, more 
than upon any other. A railroad connection with 
it would be more than merely desirable. It should 
be sought, and sacrifices made or assistance offered 
to obtain it. Not only would our own railroad be 
greatly benefitted by it, but the business interests 
of Evansville would be directly and wonderfully 
advanced by such an improvement. And certain- 
ly the business men of Mt. Carmel and Albion, 





and the farmers of that region, could do nothing 


better for themselves, than to urge forward such 
an enterprise with their whole strength. By com- 
mon energy and enterprise, they may build such a 
road, which would be actually more beneficial to 
them and their interests, than a raiJroad to Alton, 
costing vastly more, and which they unassisted 
cannot build, although we should like to see that 
road pushed ahead. This road is within their ca- 
pabilities, and may be built in a short time, and 
soon be working its useful purposes. Let the Mt. 
Carmel folks go to work, either to build a road to 
Princeton or to Albion—to Albion if they will, 
which must soon establish a branch to Princeton, 
or to Princeton direct, which will secure the full 
enterprise of Albion to secure a portion of its ben- 
efits.— Illinois paper. 





Ohio and Mississippi Railroad Commenced. 

Yesterday Judge A. 'T’. Ellis and Professor O. M. 
Mitchell, directors of this company, and Mr. Sey- 
mour, the contractor for the construction of the 
road, reached the city, and are sojourning at the 
Planter’s House. They are accompanied by Mr. 
Trousdale, himself an eminent contractor, and who 
will probably sub-contract under Messrs, Seymour 
& Co. for the grading and bridging of the entire 
line from Illinoistown to Vincennes. The party 
came through by the stage. The trip furnished 
Mr. Seymour with an opportunity to comprehend 
more directly the character of the route. We are 
informed that across Illinois he regards the road as 
of easy construction ; so much so that it is contem- 
plated, although his contract with the compan 
does not require such alacrity to complete the wor 
from the Mississippi to the Wabash, in twelve or 
at most eighteen months. We hope this expecta- 
tion may be realized. 

By the charter of Messrs. Seymour & Co:, with 
the President and directors of the company, it is 
stipulated that the construction of the road shall 
be commenced on or befure the first day of Febru- 
ary inst. On Saturday last, Mr. Morris, the Engi- 
neer for the contractors, accordingly commenced 
the construction by breaking ground in Illinois- 
town. This was necessary on the part of the con- 
tractors to save the contract. Theroad has, there- 
fore, been commenced. 

By the charter, the company are compelled to 
commence the construction at two points, viz:— 
lllinoistown and a point contiguous to the line of 
the Central railroad, on or before the 12th inst. 
The board of directors hold a regular meeting on 
the 4th inst., in this city, at which it is expected, 
there will be a full attendance of the directors. 

For cur favored and cherished city, we regard 
the commencement of this road’ with extreme plea- 
sure. It will prove the means of establishing us 
on the great highway of the world, and will make 
St. Louis the central point for the Pacific route.— 
We are gratified in another aspect. Ths begin- 
ning of the work by the contractors, gives assur- 
ance that they intend to carry out their contract 
and complete the road as they have stipulated.—<S?, 
Louis Republican. 

South Carolina. 

South Carolina Railroad.—It appears from the 
annual report of the President and board of direc- 
tors of the South Carolina railroad company, pub- 
lished in the Charleston papers, that the gross re- 
ceipts of the road for the last year, from all sources, 
are $1,000,000—being an increase of $200,000.— 
Expense of working the road about 35 per centum 
of the earnings. After paying the interest on the 
debts due by the company, and reserving a fund 
of $180,000, a dividend of 7 per cent has been de- 
clared. 








‘Ohio and Mississippi Railroad. 

The sum of $600,000 voted by the city of Cin- 
cinnati to the above company has been accepted 
by it and the bonds of the city to that amount have 
been placed at the disposal of the directors of the 





company, 
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: Kentucky. 

Railroad Law.—The following is the opinion of 
the Court of Appeals, delivered by Judge Marshall, 
in the case of Slack, etc., vs. Maysville and Lexing- 
ton Railroad Company : 


The 28th section of the act of March, 1850, in- 
corporating the Maysville and Lexington railroad 
company, enacts ‘that the cities of Maysville and 
Lexington, and the counties of Mason, Nicholas, 
Bourbon and Fayette, and any other city, county 
or corporation, be and they are hereby permitted to 
hold stock in the corporation created by this act, 
upon the same terms, on the same conditions, and 
subject to the same restrictions, with other stock- 
holders.” It then fixes the maximum of stock 
which may be subscribed under this authority, as 
fullows, viz: by Maysville, $150,000; by Lexing- 
ton, $150,000; by Maysville and Mason aa 
jointly, $150,000; by Nicholas county, $100,000; 
by Fayette county, $200,000; and by any other 
city, county or corporation any sum not exceeding 
the largest of these amounts; and the President and 
directors of the company are authorised, after giv- 
ing six weeks’ notice by advertisement, in the man- 
ner prescribed, ‘upon a day named in said adver- 
tisement, to take the sense of the qualified voters of 
said cities or counties, or of any one or more of 
them, as to the policy of said cities and counties, 
or any one of them becoming subscribers to the 
stock in said railroad company to any amount 
which may have been proposed in said printed no- 
tice, not exceeding the respective sums above spe- 
cified.” It is then made the duty of the mayor and 
council of each of the cities of Maysville and Lex- 
ington, and the duty of the county court in each of 
the counties above named, to open columns in the 
various precincts, etc., and take all necessary mea- 
sures to ascertain the sense of the qualified voters 
of their respective cities and counties at the polls 
thereof, as aforesaid, ‘‘ and provided a majority of 
all the qualified voters of any of said cities or 
counties, who shall have cast their votes at said 
election shall be in favor of said several subscrip- 
tions of sto: k as proposed to such city or county, it 
shall be the duty of the mayor and council of every 
such city to pass an ordinance directing the mayor 
to subscribe for any amount of stock provided for 
in the ordinance, not exceeding the amounts in said 
printed notice, and it shall be the duty of the coun- 
ty court of every such county in like manner to 
empower and direct their clerk to subscribe for the 
amount of stock authorised by the voters of the 
county, not exceeding the sum specified in said 
printed notice; and it shall be lawful for said cities 
and counties, so authorising subscriptions, etc., to 
raise the amount of their separate subscriptions as 
the same shall be called by the president and direc- 
tors of said road, by a tax on the real and personal 
estate of the said several cities and counties sub 
scribing, or by borrowing the amount thereof, pay- 
able in the way, and on the terms, the said several 
mayors and councils, and the said several county 
courts may deem most advisable, and the interest 
on all such sums borrowed may be provided for in 
such manner as to them seems best; and provided 
that allsums paid by any citizen on account of such 
subscription, or of the interest thereon, shall entitle 
him to a certificate therefor, and when such certi- 
ficates amount to fifty dollars, shall entitle him to 
one share in the stock subscribed by said city or 
county, for every fifty dollars so held by him, (the 
shares in the capital stock being fifty dollars each.) 


Towards the cluse of the year 1850, the president 
and directors of the railroad. company gave notice, 
by advertisement as required, for taking the sense 
ot the voters of Mason county, including the city 
of Maysville, on the fourth Monday in January 
following, as to the policy of a subscription of stock 
by that county to the amount of $150,000, under 
the foregoing provisions of the charter. The coun- 
ty court of Mason, at its December and January 
terms, made provision for taking and returning the 
vote. Ard at its February term, 1851, being on the 
10th day of February, the votes trom the several 
precincts being returned, and it being ascertained 
that the whole number of votes cast was 2,:13, of 
which 1,328 were given for, and 785 against the 
subscription, making a majority of 543 in favor of 
it, the court made an order directing its clerk to 
subscribe on behalf of the county $150,000 in stock 
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prescribed particularly by the original statute, ~ 


in said company, and to issue the bonds of the 
county for that sum, payable in thirty years, i 
bonds not exceeding $1,000 each, bearing six pe! 
cent. interest per annum, payable annually, and tv 
be delivered to the president and directors as callec 
for, not exceeding $50,000 per year. 

On the 17th of February, 1851, the Legislature. 
by amendment to the charter of the company, au 
thorised the county court of any county or the 
council of any city who shall subscribe stovk in 
said company under the provisions of the origina) 
act, to execute bonds of the county or city to the 
president and directors for the amounts severally 
subscribed, payable at such times as the county 
court and city councils may deem best, and autho- 
rised and required them severally to levy and col- 
lect upon the real and personal property of said 
counties and cities assessed for State taxation, ap 
amount in money sufficient annually to pay off the 
interest on said bonds. This act also provides for 
the mode of levying and accounting for the tax, 
also for the negotiability and transfer of the bonds 
by endorsement of the president, countersigned by 
the secretary, and for the transfer of certificates 
given to tax payers, and that the stock issued on 
such certificates shall not be deducted trom the 
county or city stock. Other minor provisions need 
not be stated. 

Prior to this enactment no bonds had been issued 
by the county courtof Mason. And although a 
general order had passed for their being issued by 
the clerk, yet as the mode of executing them had 
not been prescribed, we suppose he had no authori- 
ty without the further order of the court. At the 
May term, 1851, however, an order was made that 
the senior justice should sign bonds to the amount 
of $20,000 to be countersigned and sealed by the 
clerk, and delivered to the company in payment of 
so much of the stock subscribed. At the same term 
an order was made for the levy and collection of a 
tax of 34 cents on the $100 worth of real and per 
sonal property in the county assessed for State tax- 
ation, for the purpose of paying interest on the 
bonds. And at the same time the court recom 
mended that the bonds should be made payable in 
New York, and should bear interest, payable semi- 
annually, in the same city. 

This was the last session of the old county court. 
In August, 1851, the presiding judge of the county 
court, acting under the present constitution, adopted 
the recommendation of the former court, revoked 
and cancelled the bonds for $20,000 before referred 
to, and provided that bonds to the amount of $50,- 
000, payable in the city of New York, with cou- 
pons for interest, payable semi-annually in the 
same city, should be issued to the company by the 
presiding judge, to be countersigned and sealed by 
the clerk—the coupons to be signed by the clerk. 

On the 29th of my org 1851—the tax levied 
in May of that year being in course of collection— 
Jacob Siack and 150 other citizens and tax payers 
of Mason county, owning taxable property to the 
value of more than $900,000, and more than one- 
tenth of the entire tazable property of the county, 
and who had been opposed to the subscription, filed 
their petition complaining of the tax as oppressive, 
illegal and unconstitutional, and praying for an in- 
junction against the sheriff, the railroad compan 
and the county court of Mason, to prevent its col- 
lection from such of them as had not already paid 
it. The railroad company, by its president, an- 
swered the bill, maiutaining the validity of the 
charter and of the proceedings under it, and the le- 
gality and constitutionality of the tax. And it hav- 
ing been agreed that the case should be finally dis- 
posed of upon the motion of the complainants for 
an injunction, the court, on the hearing, overruled 
that motion and dismissed the bill. From this de- 
cree the complainants have appealed to this court. 

1. It is objected in the bill, and has been urged 
in argument, that the proceedings of the county 


court were not conformable to the prescriptions of 


the statutes which have been referred to, and were 
therefore unauthorised by them. But we perceive 
no material discrepancy, nor in fact any discrep- 
ancy at all in the performance of the acts required 
to be done in order to authorise the subscription, 
which, if valid and obligatory, imposed necessarily 
a debt of serious magnitude upon the county. The 
subscription itself, and the duties of the court pre- 
paratory to its being made, were ministerial acts, 





without leaving any discretion to the court. In 
providing fur taking the vote, in ascertaining the 
result, and in making the subscription in obedience 
to it, the court followed the plain mandates of the 
statute. If that is authoritative, the subscription is 
valid and binding; and if the court, in any matter 
not affecting these preliminary steps, made orders 
in anticipation of the result, or in any manner ex- 
ceeded their authority, such excess is simply void, 
and can have no effect upon the validity of the sub- 
scription, or upon the subsequent rights or powers 
of the court. he orders, therefore, by which be- 
fore the subscription was voted for or made, the 
court laid down the form or mode in which the 
bonds should or ought to be executed or disposed of, 
are of no cozsequence. They effected nothing and 
authorised nothing. Even the orders with respect 
to the bonds made after the subscription, were, so 
far as they were unexecuted, unobligaiory upon the 
court.- And as the bonds for $20,000, executed un- 
der the order of May, 1851, were afterwards can- 
celled, the whole subject of the bonds was at the 
August term completely in the power of the court, 
unaffected by the former orders, except so far as it 
then impliedly or expressly adopted them. And al- 
though no bonds had actually been executed when 
the tax for payment of the interest was levied at 
the May term, 1851, yet, as the subscription creat- 
ing the debt had been mate some months before, 
and the bonds might be required at any time, the 
tax was properly levied at the May term, if the 
court had power to levy it. If a majority of jus- 
tices in commission was requisite for the purpose, 
there was a decided majority atthat term. And in 
fact there seems to have been a majority on the 
bench at each of the previous terms at which or- 
ders were made in reference to taking the vote or 
making the subscription or issuing bonds. Nordo 
we suppose, that under the existing constitution 
and laws, the presence of the justices of the peace 
in the county, or of a majority of them, was requi- 
site to authorise the court, at its August term, to 
prescribe the form and terms of the bonds, and the 
mode of execution and delivery. And even if it 
were conceded that this execution of bonds directly 
to the company, in payment of the subscription of 
stock, was not authorised by the original act of 
1850, it was expressly authorised by the amendato- 
ry act of 1851. And there seems to have been a 
precise conformity with the original act in the mode 
of calling for and taking the sense of the voters on 
the question of subscribirg the stock, which was 
done under the original act alone. 

Whatever reasons there may be, in point of pro- 
priety and justice, for not taking the joint vote of 
Maysville and the rest of the county upon the ques- 
tion whether the whole county, including Mays- 
ville, should subscribe $150,000 in the road, it is 
entirely clear, that while the statute authorises a 
separate vote of the citizens of Maysville for deter- 
mining whether she -would take $150,000 of the 
stock, which she has done, it also authorised her to 
vote jointly with the rest of the county upon the 
question of the county subscription, of which she is 
to bear her proportional burthen, in addition to that 
which she had imposed upon herself. There was 
therefore no departure from the statute in this re- 
spect.. So, however ungraceful and disrespectful 
it may have bzen to the county court, orto the 
ple, that the call for the vote should have been 
made by the president and directors of a road com- 
pany, thistoo was prescribed by the statute; which, 
although it might, and perhaps should, have re- 
quired the vote to be taken at a general election, 
when a fuller expression of the popular will or 
judgment might have been expected, yet left it to 
the president and director: to determine the time.— 
It may be assumed too, that they fixed the day with 
a view to their own condition or necessities, and 
especially as it has not been shown that they did it 
for the purpose or with the effect of obtaining an 
untair advantage. It might have been more dis- 
creet, too, for the legislature to have required the 
concurrence by vote of all the qualified voters of 
the county, to authorise the subscription. Bat if 
the election or vote was properly conducted, under 
valid legal authority, the presumption of law is, 
that those who did not actually vote concur, or at 
least acquiesce, in the decision of the majority of . 
those who did vote, Itdoes not appear that the op- 














ponents of the road were less able to get tothe polls 
than its friends, or that more of them staid away. 

{I. [n approaching the question of the constitu- 
tional validity of the legislative acts under which 
this tax has been levied, we are met by the prelim- 
inary question made in argument, whether they are 
to be compared with the old constitution, or with 
the ae one adopted on the 11th day of June, 
1850. The general principles and provisions of the 
two instruments, so far as they beer upon this sub- 
ject, are substantially the same. But the 36th sec- 
tion of the second article of the present constitution 
contains a prohibition with respect to the contract- 
ing of a public debt, which, it is contended, is vio- 
lated in its spirit and substance, if not in its letter, 
by one or both of the acts now in question. 

The section referred to is as follows, viz:—‘‘ No 
act of the General Assembly shall authorise any 
debt to be contracted oa behalf of the common- 
wealth, except for the purposes mentioned in the 
35th section of this article, unless provision be 
made therein to lay and collect an annual tax sul- 
ficient to pay the interest stipulated, and to dis- 
charge the debt within thirty years; nor shall such 
act take effect until it shall have been submitted to 
the people at a general election, and shall have re- 
ceived a majority of all the votes cast for and 
against it ;” with 2 proviso that money may be bor- 
rowed to pay part of the public debt, withoat such 
submission or provision. It is argued with great 
force that this prohibition was founded on the fact 
that the State had incurred a large debt for internal 
improvements, uncer the delusive expectation that 
the works erected would reimburse the expenditure, 
and might produce a large annual revenue; and 
that this clause of the constitution was inten ed to 
protect against similar delusions in future, and the 
extravagances and disasters to which they would 
lead—not the commonwealth, as a mere ideal ab- 
straction, unconnected with her citizens and her 
soil, but the commonwealth as composed of her 
people and their territorial organisations of towns, 
cities and counties, which make up the State ; that 
it intended to furnish this protection by command- 
ing that every legislative act which authorises the 
incurring of a public debt of the character describ- 
ed, shall contain the stern requisition ofa tax which 
will extinguish the debt and interest in thirty years, 
so that the people to who it is to be submitted at 
a general election, may and must see che full extent 
of the burthen they are called on to assume; and 
that although in terms the mandate applies only to 
such legislative acts as authorise a debt on behalf 
of the commonwealth as an entirety, it embraces in 
principle every legislative act which authorises a 
debt to be contracted by any of the local organisa- 
tions of which the commonwealth is composed. 

It is contended that the object of the constitution 
is not merely to guard the commonwealth from the 
name of a debt unnecessarily created, but to provect 
the property and citizens of the commonwealth from 
the burthen of such a debt contracted under legisla- 
tive authority, unless sanctioned by the consent of 
a majority of those who are to bear it given ata 
general election and under circumstances which 
must apprise them of the consequences; and the 
burthen is the same tothe citizen, whether imposed 
by a debt contracted on behalt ot the whole Siate of 
which he is a citizen, or by a debt contracted on 
behalf of the local organisation of which he is a 
member; that there is at least equal necessity for 
guarding him ftom the imposition of such a burthen, 
by legislative authority and without his consent, in 
this last relation as in the first, and indeed that it is 
much greater. since the representative principle, 
which of itself atfords a most valuable guaranty 
against the unnecessary imposition by the legisla- 
ture of a burthen which is to tall upon the whole 
State, affords practically none, or none that is ap- 

reciable, against a legislative act authorising the 
imposition of a local burthen upon the local com- 
munity; that all the dangers to be apprehended 
from the imposition of unnecessary and extrava- 
gant local burthens are immeasurably enhanced, if 
the legislature, following in part only the spirit of 
this clause of the constitution, may relieve itself 
trom the responsibility of direct and peremptory ac- 
tion, by devolving upon the majority ot the local 
community, acting merely as individuals and un- 
der no responsibility, the power of determining 
qhether the burthen shall be imposed upon all, and 


of thus, by their will, giving effect to the legislative 
act; and that if, in partial conformity with this 
clause, the minority of the local community is thus 
to be subjected to an extraordinary and onerous 
taxation by the will of the local majority, that mi- 
nority, and every individual composing it, is enti- 
Uled to the full application of the entire provision, 
as furnishing some check to the unwise and precip- 
itate action of the majority itself, and as affording 
to the minority this single shadow of security 
against the oppressive abuse of irresponsible power. 
It is therefore claimed that whatever protection 
this provision of the constitution intended to pro- 
vide against the imposition by legislative authority 
of a general burthen upon the citizens of the whole 
State, the same protection must, according to the 
spirit and object of the provision, be extended tothe 
citizens of each and every local community, to the 
majority of whose citizens, the power of imposing 
a local burthen is committed by legislative act; that 
the protection of the whole, implies necessarily the 
protection of allof its organised parts, and that the 
whole cannot be safe while all or any of its parts 
are exposed to danger; that it is in vain to say 
that the legislature shall not authorise a debt on be- 
half of the State, except under certain restrictions 
intended as a security against imprudence and ex- 
travagance, involving necessarily oppressive taxa- 
tion, if it may authorise a debt on behalf of every 
county in the State, without regard to this restric 

tion; that when every county shall under such au. 
thority become indebted, the whole State, not in its 
corporate capacity, but in its real and substantial 
body as composed ot citizens and their local com- 
munities, will in substance and in fact de indebted, 
and that the power to involve a single county, and 
each in succession, in debt, being a power to in- 
volve every county, and therefore the whole State 
in debt, the restriction upon the power to authorise 
a debt on behalf of the State wholly fails of its pur- 
pose of protecting the State and its citizens Irom 
unnecessary and oppressive burthens, and becomes 
utterly vain and nugatory, unless it be applied to 
the power of authorising a debt on behalf of the lo- 
cal communities as well as on behalt of the whole 
State; that the facility with which a legislative act 
deferring to the majority of the local community 
the question of imposing a lical debt may be ob- 
tained, the great number of such actsrecently pass- 
ed, the strong feeling already extensively manifest- 
ed, and every day increasing, to extend this species 
of Jegislation to every county, any portion of whose 
citizens may expect advantage f:om its exercise, 
and the powerful motives and obvious opportuni- 
ties which are necessarily offered for deluding, or 
at least misleading a portion of those who are to 
pass upon the question, evidence a rapid progress 
towards the involvement of a large portion if not 
the whole ot the state ina d2bt more extensive, and 
in taxation more burthensome and oppressive than 
any which, even without this restriction, would 
probably be imposed by direct legislation upon the 
whole State, and certainly more so than could be 
expected tu be sanctioned by a majority of the vot- 
ers either of the whole State or of the several coun 

ties, under a certain prospect of immediate and con- 
tinued taxation by which the debt should be dis- 
charged in thirty years: that this progress cannot 
be checked, nor its ruinous consequences avoided, 
unless the constitution can be interposed to protect 
the commonwealth and her citizens, and their pro- 
perty, against these species of legislation. And it 
is claimed that in order to protect the rights of the 
citizen from this power of local taxation, authoris- 
ed by the legislature without actual responsibility, 
and exercised in fact by an irresponsible local ma- 
jority, every provision and principle of the consti- 
tution which can reasonably be brought to bear 
upon the subject, should, instead of being strictly 
construed, be construed liberally, according to its 
true spirit, and for the effectuation of its real ob- 
jects; that every citizen has a right to such a con- 
struction of the constitution under which he lives, 
and may demand such a construction from this 
court as the ultimate expounders of the constitution 
and the final arbiter and guardian of the rights 
which it secures; and that asthe provision in ques- 
tion, if confined, according to its letter, to a debt to 
be contracted in the name of the State, would fail 
to effectuate its manifest and substantial objects, 








and would be subject to evasions which reduce it 








to a mere shaduw, this court is bound to give it a 
substantial operation by applying it to such legis- 
lative acts as authorise the creation of a debt to be 
contracted on behalf of the State itself. And it is 
urged in behalf of this construction, that if the leg- 
islature may, under the specious form of referring 
the question to a majority of the voters of a county, 
authorise a county debt for a work of internal im- 
provement, as in this case, there is nothing to pre- 
vent the exercise of such a power for the promotion 
of every object which a majority of the county may 
be persuaded is advantageous to them, and the pro- 
perty of the minority may be thus subjected, with- 
Out restriction or control, to the will and the inter- 
ests of an irresponsible party. 

We have thus stated tnis argument, and, indeed, 
in some respects, amplified it, because all of us 
consider it as entitled to the highest consideration 
in a case coming properly within the operation of 
the present constitution, and because some mem- 
bers of the court are of opinion that if the authori- 
ty to create the debt and burthen now in question, 
had been derived from a legislative act passed since 
the adoption of the present eonstitution, the reason- 
ing and conclusion of the argument would be ir- 
resistible in their application to such an act; not 
because they assume that the members of the con- 
vention who framed, or the majority of that body 
which adopted this particular provision, actually 
looked to such an application otf it, which from its 
structure is not probable, but bezause they are of 
opinion that, in its spirit and principle it embraces 
every legislative act, authorizing a debt to be con- 
tracted by any of our local communities, and es- 
pecially by counties which cover the whole terri- 
tory and include all the inhabitants of the State; 
and because all of us perceiving that the power of 
local taxation is more likely to abuse, and more 
likely to be oppressively exercised than any other 
legitimate legislative power, we are therefore the 
more ready tu apply to its reasonable restraint any 
clause of the constitution which by fair and ra- 
tional construction may have that operation, and 
because the citizens who voted for the constitution 
may not only have regarded it as containing pro- 
visions and principles sufficient to secure their es- 
sential interests, but may have regarded this’ par- 
ticular provision as protecting them against all leg- 
islation authorizing a public debt which might ul- 
timately involve taxation for its payment unless 
sanctioned by a majority of those upon whom it 
was to be imposed at a general election, and with 
a full view of the burthen of taxation which was 
to accompany it. Buta majority of the court is of 
opinion that this provision of the present constitu- 
\ion, it constructed, as contended for in the argu- 
ment which has been stated, does not apply to the 
28th section of the act incorporating this railroad 
company, because the act was. passed before the 
adoption of the constitution. And if the provision 
might under any circumstances, be applied to the 
creation, after the adoption of the coastitution, of 
a debt authorized by a legislative act of prior date, 
it ought not to be so applied in a case in which 
there were vested rights under the previous jaw, 
which it could not be supposed the constitution in- 
tended to abrogate. And although it is not express- 
ly shown, not having been denied, that in the case 
private subscriptions, without which the company 
could not have been organized, had been made on 
the faith of the charter and of the right to have the 
subscription of such counties as might choose to 
subscribe under the 28th section of the charter; yet 
as it seems probable that this was the case, and be- 
cause it may have been the case, it should not in 
the absence of allegation and proof be assumed that 
it was not so, if the validity of the act, and of the 
authority conferred by it, were to be thereby sub- 
jected to a test which did not exist when it was en- 
acted, and to be defeated Wecause the act did not 
contain a provision not essential to its validity at 
its date. ‘There is no such urgent reason tor giv- 
ing to the provision a construction which shall 
make it overreach and repeal acts previously pass- 
ed, or invalidate rights acquired under them, as 
there may be for constructing it to apply to all fu- 
ture acts which come within its principle tho’ not 
within its letter. And as the constitutional provi- 
sion plainly refers to future and not to past legis- 
lation, and as the subscription for the county of 
Mason, which imposed the debt on the county, was 
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made under a prior law and in pursuance ot it, the 
validity of the debt is not to be tested by the consti- 
tutional provision referred to, but by the principles 
and precenene of the former constitution, under 
which the act authorising it was passed. 
The amendatory act ot February, 1851, though 
gore after the adoption of the new constitution, 
oes not come within the provision which bas been 
noticed, because the debt had already been created 
and was obligatory upon the county, if the first act 
was valid, and it was too late to put the question 
to the vote by a new law. Moreover the first act 
under which the debt was created, gave full power 
to the county court to provide for its payment eith- 
er by taxation or by borrowing the money, which. 
of course, implied the power as it did the necessity 
of furnishing some evidence of indebtedness, and 
the court might doubtless have issued the bonds of 
the county in some form to the lender. If without 
the amendatory act, the court instead of borrowing 
the money upon those bonds in order to pay the 
sibscription to the company, had with the consent 
of the company transferred them to it at once in 
payment, we do not perceive that the original pow- 
er would have been thereby materially, if at all. 
departed from, or that the proceeding would have 
furnished any just ground of complaint to the citi- 
zens of the county, and much less ground of con- 
stitutional objection. It is difficult to see that the 
amendatory act confers any new substantive pow- 
er, and its passage seems rather to have been nec- 
essary to authorise the company to receive the 
bonds in payment, than to authorize the court to 
make payment of the subscription in that way. It 
seems to us, that instead of being injured, the coun- 
ty and its citizens are obviously benefitted by the 
arrangement, which enables them to pay off the 
county subscription at par in bonds payable in 30 
years, leaving them in the meantime subject to the 
payment of the interest by such taxation as may be 
necessary ; whereas, without such arrangement the 
county must have met the current calls upon the 
stock by heavy taxation, or the money must have 
been raised upon the bonds on whatever terms it 
could be done. In that case too any loss upon the 
bonds must have fallen upon the county, which 
must have made up the payment of the stock sub- 
scribed, whereas now the loss falls on the compa- 
ny alone, and the county and its citizens will only 
feel it as stockholders in the retardation of the work 
or in the ultimate profit to be derived from the 
stock, which, however, seems to be counted as 
nothing by the complainants. Jt is to be observed 
too, that if there is no guarantee against the sale 
of the bonds at a sacrific by the company, neither 
was there any case of a sale by the court—that it 
cannot be assumed that the company having.an ac- 
tual interest to the whole extent of the bonds, will 
be more willing to sacrifice them unnecessarily 
than the county court would have been, and that 
the bonds will probably be more vendable with the 
endorsement of the company rendering liable all 
their means, than they would be of standing on the 
credit of the county alone. And whatever repug- 
nance the complainants may feel to becoming 
stockholders in the corporation, we suppose the cer- 
tificates for payment of the tax will not prove ac- 
tually injurious, and they may at sometime, if not 
now, command a value in the market, which will 
aid in making future payments, or in reimbursing 
those previously made. There is no complaint 
with respect to the slight difference between the 
original and amendatory act with regard to the 
stock acquired by tax payers, being or not being 
taken from that subscribed bythe county. And up- 
on the whole, we are satisfied that if the original 
act is valid, and the subscription of stock by the 
county court obligatory, no substantial objection 
can be made to the amendatory act. And being of 
opinion, that even if the 28th section of the origi- 
nal charter might have been deemed a violation of 
the 36th section of the present constitution, it it had 
been enacted since its adoption, it was not as a 
pre-existing law, abrogated by that instrument, we 
proceed to consider the question whether the 28th 
section of the charter vivlates the constitution ex- 
isting at its date, either in the nature and extent of 
the power assumed or granted by it, or in the man- 
ner in which it was directed to be exercised. 
ILI. It would be difficult, perhaps impossible, to de. 


unless by saying that so far as it is not restricted 
by the higher law of the State and Federal consti- 
tutions, it may do every thing which can be effect- 
ed by means ofa law. I: is the great supervising, 
controlling, creative and active power of the State. 
Subject to the fundamental restrictions just refer- 
red to, whatever legislative power the whole com- 
mon wealth has, is by the constitution vested in the 
legislative department, which, representing the 
popular majorities in the several local divisions of 
the State, and under no other restraint but such as 
is imposed by the fundamental law, by its own wis- 
dom, and its own responsibilities, may regulate the 
conduct and command the resources of all, for the 
salety, convenience and Happiness of all, to be pro- 
moted in such manner as its own difection may de- 
termine, The legislative department performs and 
finishes its office by the mere enactment of a law. 
It does not of itselt carry the law into operation.— 
This is necessarily done by extrinsic agencies.— 
The law being made known, may be universally 
observed and obeyed. It may be carried into ope- 
ration by the exclusive alone. It may be enforced 
by the judiciary, or by the co-operation of the ju- 
diciary and the executive. These are the regular 
agencies provided by the constitution for the exe 

cution of the laws. But the legislature is not re- 
stricted to these agencies. It may select or appoint 
others, as is often done when the object of the law 
is to accomplish local or individual purposes. The 
agency generally employed for applying the legis- 
lative will and the power of the government to pur- 
poses merely local, has been that of county courts 
for counties: and of the irustees of towns or the mu- 
nicipal authorities of cities for towns or cities, 
which, to the extent of the powers permanently or 
temporarily vested in them, and whether allowed a 
discretion or not, do but carry into effect the legis- 
lative will or power. But these local agencies are 
selected, and some of them created by the Legisla- 
ture itself, for the purpose of carrying its power in- 
to all parts of the common wealth, or into such parts 
as require its application for their benefit or coer- 
cion. And the legislature may select other agen- 
cies for particular purposes, having in view, as it 
must be presumed to have, the nature of the object 
to eee and the fitness of the agency se- 
lected. 

Ic is not essential to the character and force of a 
law, that the legislative enactment should itseli 
command to be done every thing for which it pro- 
vides. The legislative power to command a par- 
ticular thing to be done, includes the power to au- 
thorize it to be done. The act done under author- 
ity conferred by the legislature, is precisely as le- 
gal and valid as if done in obedience for a legisla- 
tive command. Each is entitled to the same force 
and efficacy, and each must be followed by all the 
consequences which either by the general laws or 
by the particular statute, are annexed to the par- 
ticular act, because each if done in effectuation of 
the legislative will, and each, when done according 
to that will, has all the sanction which the legisla- 
tive power can give. Each is therefore ent:tled to 
the aid of the whole power of the government to 
uphold it, and to maintain the rights flowing from 
it. A peremptory statute is at once mandatory, and 
requires obedience, and this is at once a perfect 
law in all respects. A statute giving authority and 
discretion to do or not to do; and prescribing the 
consequences of the act when done. has not, until 
the act is done, any mandatorv effect, requiring 
immediate obedience, except so far as it regulates 
the time and manner of doing the act, and expvess- 
ly or impliedly commands that the agent shali not 
be prevented from doing it according to the dis- 
cretion allowed. Beyond this it has not a manda- 
tory effect until the act is done, and therefore isnot 
until then a perfect law, as to all the purposes pro- 
vided for. In other words, it does not take its final 
effect as a mandatory law, until the discretionary 
act is done, upon which it is to have its final and 
peremptory operation. So far as such a statute 
confers authority and discretion, it is as obligatory 
from the first as the legislative powercan make it; 
and although its further practical efficiency may 
depend upon the discretionary act of some other 
body or individual, it is not cerived from that dis- 
cretion, but from the will of the legislature, whick 
authorized the act, and prescribed its consequen- 


ther peremptory or otherwise, does not depend up- 
on the form of the enactment, nor, as we suppose, 
upon the particular agency to which authority is 
given, but altogether upon the nature of the act, 
authorized to be done, and upon the mode in which 
it is to be done, and upon the effect which the act it- 
self, or the manner of doingit, and its prescribed 
consequences, may have upon the rights of indivi- 
duals or corporations. 

In enacting a statute which merely authorizes a 
particular thing to be done, in a particular manner, 
and prescribes the consequences, the legislature de- 
termines, peremptorily, the manner of doing the 
act, and its consequences when done. It determines 
conditicnally, and upon such information as it pos- 
sesses, that the act is in its nature proper and con- 
venient, and the prescribed consequences such as 
eught to attend it. But, as there may be circum- 
stances knowa to those concerned which would 
tender the act and its consequences oppressive, or 
otherwise unacceptable, the legislature defers to 
them, or to their agents, or to such agency as it 
may select, the right of determining, in view of 
all the facts, whether the act shall not be done. In- 
stances of legislation of this character, which as it 
is net altogether peremptory, may be called condi- 
tional, are too numerous in our legislative history, 
and as we suppose in that of every other govern- 
ment, to require or admit of particular enumeration. 

The legislature of this state has habituaily passed 
statutes, either requiring the county courts of all 
the counties, or of some designated county or coun- 
ties, to do a particular act, as to levy a limited tax 
for a certain purpose, authorizing, them to do it; 
and the validity of the statute has never been sup- 
posed to depend, in any degree, upon the question 
whether it Was mandatory, or merely gave-author- 
ity. The same may be said of the legislation with 
respect to the municipal corporations of towns and 
cities. With respect to private corporations, also, 
there may be and has been permissive legislation, 
to become peremptory upon acceptance of the statate 
by the corporation, or upon its performance of some 
act, as to which it has a discretion. And the same 
may be, and has been done, in cases of authority 
given to individuals by legislative act. It is no 
objection to the constitutional validity of such 
statutes, that they depend for their final effect upon 
the discretionary acts of individuals or others. The 
legisjative power is not exercised in doing the act, 
but in authorizing it, and in prescribing its effect 
and consequences. The case of an ordinary act 
incorporating a private company fully exemplifies 
these positions, The legislature determines that a 
corporation for the accomplishment of a particular 
object, or the performance of particular operations 
or business, would be beneficial or expedient. It 
provides for the manner in which such a corpora- 
tion may be brought into existence, prescribes the 
terms on which there may be a corporation, its 
mode of organization, and its rights, powers and 
duties when organized. But whether the corpora- 
tion shall ever actually exist, and whether the 
statute, so far as it prescribes its rights, powers and 
duties, shall have any practical operation accord- 
ing to its terms, depend who}ly upon voluntary acts 
of individuals in subscribing stock, or performing 
such other acts as may be necessary to bring the 
corporation into existence. And yet, wheo the re- 
quisite acts are done, the statute is absolutely obli- 
gatory, not only upon those who have complied 
with its terms and thus formed the corporation, but 
upon ajl others. And it is even more obligatory up- 
on the legislature than ordinary statutes, because . 
when subscriptions are made under it, or other re- 
quisites performed, whereby it becomes a corpora- 
tion, the charter becomes a contract, the obligations 
of which the legislature cannot impair. Then a 
statute is not the less a law, emanating from the 
legislative power, and clothed with all the sanction 
which legislative authority can give, because its 
final effect or efficiency may depend upon the dis- 
cretionary act of an individual or individuals. And 
so far as the legislative power extends to the impo- 
sition of local burthens, we do not perceive that the 
mere form in which it is executed in the particalar 
case, as being peremptory, or in part permissive 
only, can affect the validity of the statute, unless 
the legislative power be in fact exceeded, or the 
rights of individuals be violated in its exercise. 
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is competent to the imposition of local burthens or 
taxation, for the accomplishment of local purposes, 
has not been and cannot now be denied. There is 
and must be a tend in the state competent to eo- 
erce the contribution of local means to objects of 
local necessity and convenience, or the local com- 
munity must do without them, or mast depend upon 
individuals for them, or they must be provided for 
by the general resources of the whole state. The 
pepe to coerce local contributions for such objects, 
ing established by general usage, and by the ap- 
rent justice and propriety of the thing, and being 
educible from the general powers and duties of the 
government, it belongs primarily to the common- 
wealth, as a legislative power inherent in it, and 
which cannot be exercised by any portion of the 
people, whether in an organized ur ttnorganized 
form, without the consent of all who are to be sub- 
jected to it, except so far as such portion of the 
ry may be authorized by the legislative power 
of the commonwealth to act upon the subject with 
obligatory effect. The majority of the local com- 
raunity having no inherent right to blind the mi- 
nority with respect to those local impositions, cau 
tommunicate no power on the subject to the legis- 
lature. But the legislative power might in any 
particular case be invoked and actually exerted 
upon the statement of the representatives trom the 
particular county, or upon the petition of any num- 
ber of the citizens of the county, an enactment 
peremptorily ordering the contribution or tax, and 
roviding for its application, would not depend for 
ts constitutional validity upon the question whether 
it had been passed upon the petition of a majority, 
or of less than a majority of the citizens to be af- 
fected by it, or without a petition from any, and 
upon the statements and solicitation of the county 
representative, or merely upon the general know!l- 
edge and judgment of the legislature. It is indeed 
scarcely to be apprehended that the legislature, un- 
less in some case of most obvious necessity and 
propriety, would ever upon its own mere will and 
judgment, against the consent of the local repre- 
sentative, and without petition from the community 
to be affected, impose an onerous tax for new ant 
extraordinary purposes. When the object to be 
accomplished by a local tax is one of mere conve- 
nience, or which, though obviously promotive of 
the general advantage and prosperity of the local 
public, is not one of absviute necessity or of press- 
ing importance, there is an “bvious: fitness in pro- 
viding, before the legislative act should become im- 
perative and the imposition be irrevocable, some 
means by which the general judgment of the leg- 
islature as to its importance and as to the propriety 
of accomplishing it by a local tax, should be con- 
firmed by that of the local community which is to 
receive the advantage and to bear the burthen. But 
it the legislative power be competent of itself to 
impose the local burthen, such reterence to the loca! 
will or judgment, though a fit measure of precau- 
tion in point of expediency and discretion, cannot 
be essential to the constitutional validity of the 
legislative act by which it isdone. And therefore, 
it can be no valid objection to an act making such 
reference, that it has not adopted the very best 
means of ascertaining the will and judgment of 
those who are interested in the subject. 

If because, in such a case the final efficacy of the 
legislative act, and the actual levy of the tax, de- 
ae upon the result of this local reference, it may 

said that the tax is in fact levied by those who 
make the decision in favor of it, and that in this 
instance it should have been determined by a ma- 
jority of all the qualified voters, and not merely by 
a majority of those who voted; it is answered that 
when the question is submitted to the majority ot 
those who vote, and full opportunitv of voting upon 
it is given to all, it is in fact submitted to all, and 
if the reference be otherwise valid, the decision ot 
a majority of those who vote in the decision of a 
majority of all who are entitled to vote. This is 
the governing principle in all popular elections, 
under both the old and the new constitutions, and 
would govern this question in the case, even if the 
36th section of the new constitution were applica- 
ble to it. And although that section requires that 
the vote to which it refers shal! be taken at a gen- 
eral election, there is nothing in the former consti- 
tution which can be construed as making a similar 


shown that there was any unfairness in taking the 
vote, or any advantage sought or obtained in fixing 
the time for it. The length of time for which no- 
tices were required and given and their publicity, 
the small size of the county of Mason, the density 
of its population, the number of its towns and 
roads, and the convenieuce of voting afforded by 
its precincts, leave no room to doubt, and especially 
in the absence of all evidence to the contrary, that 
full opportunity was intended to be given, and was 
in fact given to every Voter to know of the time 
of the election, ahd td go to it if he chose. The 
fact that there was a large opposition to the tax, on 
the ground that it was oppressive and unconstitu- 
tional, strengthens the presumption that all were 
apprised of the intended vote, who felt or could be 
made to feel any interest in it, and that all voted 
who desired to do so. We may add thatthe new 
constitution itself, in providing for its own adoption 
or rejection by the people, did not require either 
that the vote should be taken at the time of the 
usual elections, or that a majority of all the quali. 
fied voters in the state must vote for it in order to 
secure its adoption. But it assumed, as we do in 
this case, that the majority of the actual votors ex- 
pressed the will of the majority of all entitled to 
vote, and was therefore suflicient to determine the 
question for the entire state. 

The considerations which have been mentioned, 
bear also upon the objection that the call for the 
vote was made by the president and directors of 
the railroad company, and the day fixed and the 
notices advertised by them, and not by the county 
court, or some other body or officer, whose duty it 
was to guard the interests of the county. We re- 
mark further, that the notices, being authorized by 
the statute and advertised as directed, must have 
been as effectual for the purpose of diffusing a 
knowledge of the time and subject of the vote, and 
of its consequences, as it made by the clerk or 
court of the county; that it was not the intention 
ot the legislature to subject the county of Mason 
to the burthen proposed, or to authorize the major- 
ity of the voters to subject it, unless it should be 
necessary for the construction of the road; of which 
the officers of the company would be the best 
judges; and that there is no substantial difference 
between requiring the county court to fix and ad- 
vertise the time of the vote upon application of the 
eompany, and authorizing the company to do it 
themselves, unless it may be in regard to fixing the 
time, and that it is not shown that any injury ac- 
crued to the complainants, or to any others, by al- 
lowing the company to fix the time, or by the time 
being fixed as it actually was. It may be that the 
vote would have been larger than it was, if it had 
been taken in May or August. But we cannot as- 
sume that the result would have been different or 
more satisfactory to the complainants. And we do 
not understand that any of those who did not vote, 
complain that they had no opportunity of voting. 
With regard to the mcde in which this contribution 
is to be made, viz: by the subscription of stock in 
a private corporation, the question of legislative 
power ard of the validity of such subscription, and 
of the tax levied for its payment, are settied by nu- 
merous legislative precedents under which many 
counties have, through their county courts, sub- 
scribed and paid fur stoek in turnpike companies 
making roads through their counties, and which 
were sanctioned directly by the opinions of this 
court in the case of the Justices of Clarke county 
against the Paris and Winchester Turopike Road 
Company—!4 B. Mon. 143—and substantially in 
the case of Talbot against Deat—9 B. Mon. 526; 
which last case also meets the objection that the 
complainants are made stockholders individually 
against their will. If the legislature could direct 
or authorize a coercive contribution from the county 
ot Mason for making the railroad which runs from 
Maysville to the opposite limits of the county and 
thence to Lexington, there must of necessity be 
agents to receive and disburse the money, lay out 
the road, make contracts for its construction, and 
superintend the work. And the principle of this 
feature of the act. and of the precedents of a simi- 
lar character, is, that the legislature adopts for this 
purpose the agency of a corporation created by it- 
self for the very purpose of making the road, under 
such guards as were deemed necessary for the safe- 





requisition. We have already said that it is not 





and which, by having invested its own funds in it, 
has an interest as well as a duty which entitles 
it to a reasonable degree of confidence. Though 
the corporation is technically a private one, the 
work in which it is engaged may be one of public 
utility and importance. Itis upon this ground that 
turnpike and railroad companies are authorized to 
take, upon making compensation, the land o! indi- 
viduals for the us: of the road, as for a public use, 
And we do not doubt that the ‘legislature miay use 
their instrumentality tor the application of such 
local contributions as may be properly coerced for 
the construction of the works in which they are 
engaged. And although there is no express pro- 
vision in the original or amended charter requiring 
the $150,000 subscribed by the ccunty of Mason 
be expended within her limits, it appears that it is 
not nearly enough to complete the road to that ex- 
tent and there is a sufficienguaranty in the inter- 
est and influence of Maysville, which seems to be 
the principal seat of the company, and in the in- 
terest of the company itself, that a sum more than 
equal to the county subscription will be expended 
within the county. If it be essential that the same, 
or an equal sum, be there expended, it cannot be 
essential that it be the identical money drawn from 
the people of Mason. 

Whether this road is an object of such a charac- 
ter as that the legislature may constitutionally re- 
quire a tax or contribution in aid of its constuction 
trom the counties through which it passes, or from 
the county of Mason, at whose county seat it com- 
mences, is a question on which, as on every ques- 
tion involving the exercise of the taxing power, 
undoubtedly belonging to the legislature, and 
scarcely capable of definite limitation, a judicial 
tribunal must, as this ever has done on similar 
questions, feel great embarrassment. It is essen- 
tially a question of fact and opinion referring itself, 
in a peculiar manner, to the discretion and judg- 
ment of the legislative department, to which alone 
the power of taxation belongs, and by whose will 
alone its coercive exercise can be authorized. We 
avow, as this court has heretofore done, that we re- 
gard the power of local taxation, and especially 
when exercised or controlled by the local majority, 
as one eminently subject to abuses, involving in- 
justice and oppression. But now, as heretofore, we 
find noclause or principle in the constitution which 
can be brought to bear directly in restraint of this 
power, but that which declares that no man’s prop- 
erty shall be taken for public use without his con- 
sent, unless just compensation be first made. This 
principle of the constitution may be violated under 
the pretence of levying a tax, and under color of 
the taxing power. But it is not every inequality 
which may occur in the operation of a tax appar- 
ently equal, nor every difference of opinion upon 
the question, whether a particular tax should be 
local or general, or whether it has been confined to 
too small, or extended over too large a portion of 
people and territory, or whether the object to be 
accomplished by the tax, is one of local or general 
importance, or whether the tax will fali upon indi- 
viduals in the proportion in which they are actu- 
ally interested in its object; it is not every differ- 
ence, nor where there ean be an honest diversity, 
is it any mere difference of opinion upon these 
points, that will justify the interposition of the ju- 
diciary to arrest the operation of a legislative tax 
on the ground of this principle of the constitution. 
If it would, the discretion and substantial power of 
taxation, properly inherent in the legislature, would, 
in effect, be transferred to the judicial department; 
or be so Subject to its control as to change the char- 
acter of the power itself, and defeat the ends for 
which it was invested in the representatives of the 
people. Perfect equality uf taxation is unattaina- 
ble, and could not be secured evenif the judiciary 
were to take part in framing the laws which impose 
it; and the other points above referred to are so 
emphatically and exclusively the subjects of legis- 
lative judgment and discretion, that when it may 
he assumed that these have been fairly or actually 
exercised in the imposition of a tax, there can 
scarcely be a possible ground for judicia! interpo- 
sition. 

For a fuller statement and illustration of our 
views upon this subject of local taxation, and of 
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opinion, already greatly protracted, we refer to the 
case of Cheaney vs. Hooser, 9 B. Mon. 330, and 
especial) ¥ to that part of the opinion extending from 
age 341 to page 346 in that opinion, the court, re- 
erring to the wiae range of legislative judgment 
and discretion on the whole subject, say, that with 
tespect to the objects for which the tax, local or 
#etieral, may be enforced, it would seem to be con- 
tlusive, p. 344. And on page 315, it is said that 
the limit imposed by this clause of the constitution 
‘can only consist in the discrimination to be made 
Ketween what may with reasonable plausibility be 
called a tax, and for which it may be assumed tha! 
the objects of taxation are regarded by the Legisla- 
tute as forming a just compensation, and that which 
is palpably not a tax, but is under the form of a 
tax, or in some other form, the taking of private 
property for the use of the public, or of others, with 
out compensation.” That “there must be a pal 
_— and flagrant departure from equality in the 
urthen, as imposed upon the persons or property 
bound to contribute, or it must be apparent tha! 
rsons or their property are subjected to a local 
urthen for the benefit of others, or for purposes in 
which they have no interest, and to which they are 
therefore not justly bound to contribute ;” and that 
"the case must be oiie in which the operation ot 
the power will, at first blush, be pronounced to be 
the taking of private property without compensa- 
tion and in which it is apparent that the burthen 
is imposed without any view to the interest of the 
individual in the object to be accomplished by it.” 

These positions rest upon the assumption that the 
Legislature, in imy osing or authorizing local tax- 
ation, exercises its own judgment and discretion, 
and expresses its own will under its own proper 
responsibilities, and, resting upon that basis, we are 
still of opinion that they should not be departed 
from; indeed, that they may be said to have been 
sanctioned by the convention which framed the new 
constitution, if not by that instrument itself, since, 
although they were announced before that body 
met, or was elected, and under an avowal of the 
dangerous tendency of the power of local taxation, 
the new constitution contains no new restriction 
upon it unless it be contained in the 36th section 
of the 2d article, to which reference has already 
been made. 

But other principles of the constitution are in- 
voked, and especially the great principle upon 
which the whole fabric of our government and laws 
is based. That our government is a regularly or- 
ganized representative republic, of which every 
department has its own proper functions which it 
is bound to perform upon its own proper responsi- 
bility ; that the great security which the people, and 
especially the minority, have against the oppres- 
sive abuse of power, consists in the regular action 
of each department in its own sphere, and under its 
own appropriate responsibilities; that under this 
constitution and frame of government, a majority 
of the whole pow cannot act upon a single indi 
vidual, but throuzh the regular organs appointed 
for the exercise of the governmental power that a 
majority even of the whole, and consequently and 
more certaialy a majority of any of its organized 
parts, have no power, except through a legislative 
enactment, to impose a tax or any burthen upon 
the minority or any individual without their con- 
sent; that every individual in the State has a right 
to look to this principle, and to the regular action 
of the government for the protection and security 
of his rights; and it is contended that in the act in 
question, in referring the imposition of the tax to 
the will of a majority of the county, the legislature 
has violated this principle, has surrendered its own 
discretion and judgment, and thrown off or evaded 
its own responsibility, and has invaded and de- 
stroyed the rights of individuals and of the local 
minority, by subjecting them to the will of.a local 
majority, acting under no responsibility but such 
as their own interest may impose ; and that the ob- 
vious and necessary tendency of such legislation is 
to change and pervert the whote character of our 
government, to destroy its unity, to overthrow its 
guaranties and barriers against oppression, to erect 
the several counties into absolute and unrestricted 
democracies, and thus to sudject the citizens to an 
arbitrary power uuknown to the constitution, at 
war with its principles, and utterly destructive of 
the rights which it intended to secure. 


We admit the general correctness of the. prin- 
ciples thus stated as applicable to the assumed 
character and spirit of this legislative act, and noue 
can deprecate more than wé do the character and 
conseqtences of such legislation. But were it ad- 
mitted that in case of such reckless legislation as is 
supposed; this court could apply the corrective to a 
wanton disregard of daty and responsibility, and 
thus check an evil the permanent existence of 
which to any great extent in the representative 
body would demonstrate a fatal deg‘efteracy in the 
constituency by which it is chosen, still we could 
not assume upon the face of this statute that the 
legislature did not exercise its own discretion and 
judgment under a proper sense of responsibility, 
and that it did not determine for itself, and upon 
due deliberation, so far as such determination was 
necessary to justify the authority given by the act, 
both as to the character and importance of the 
road, as justifying the local burthen imposed, and 
as to the just extent to which the burthen might be 
imposed. And under the principles settled in the 
cases above referred to, and adopted in this opinion, 
we cannot say that there is such a flagrant abuse 
ot legislative discretion on these questions, or such 
a flagrant departure from equality or justice, as 
would authorize the court on these grounds to pro- 
nounce the act unconstitutional. The reference ol 
the question as to the execution of the authority 
given and the consequent imposition of the tax to 
the popular majority of the county, may have been, 
and as we should in reference to the Legislature 
assume, in fact was resorted to as a means of as- 
certaining, with great certainty, and in a more sa- 
tisfactory manner, the expediency in point of time 
and circumstances of giving final effect to the le- 
gislative act, and although such legislation may be 
resorted to as a means of evading the responsibility 
0: direct and peremptory action, and of surrender- 
ing, or avoiding any exercise of the legislative 
judgment and discretion with respect to the objects 
to be accomplished and the manner of accomplish- 
ing them, we are not authorised to assume it, that 
it was so in this case, as the ground of judicial 
action. Nor do we perceive that there is any 
greater abandonment of the legislative will and 
discretion necessarily to be implied in referring 
this question as to the execution of the authority 
and the final imposition of the tax to the majority 
of those who are to bear it, than in referring it to 
the county court or the trustees or council of atown 
or city. In the case of the justices of Clark county 
supra the objection was that the authuiity to impose 
tne tax was given to a body which was not elected 
and did not represent the people of the county. In 
this case it is contended that the reference should 
have been made to the county court, and that the 
discretion as to the execution of the law should 
have been confided to that body. And it is con- 
tended that this case is materially different from 
that, and also from the case of Talbot v. Dent, in 
which the charter of the Louisville and Frankfort 
railroad and the authority therein conferred to levy 
a tax, came in question in the fact that in each of 
those cases a discretion was vested in the regularly 
constituted local authorities to execute or not to 
execute the law. To this we answer in the first 
place, that it was by virtue of legislative enact- 
ments that these local tribunals had any authority 
on the subject, and the question to what body such 
authority may best be committed is primarily and 
chiefly a legislative question. And in the second 
place, that although in the charter of the Louisville 
and Frankfort railroad, there is an apparent dis- 
cretion in the council of Louisville, to submit or 
not to submit the question of the subscription, and 
consequent tax, to the voters of the city, yet as the 
city council was in facta body annually elected by 
the same voters, and must in a short time have 
been coerced into an exercise of discretion comfort- 
able tothe will of their constituents, there is scarce- 
ly a shade ot distinction between that case and this, 
on the ground of the discretion vested in the city 
council. And further, we may again refer to the 
36th section of the 2d article of the present consti- 
tution, as sanctioning the principle that the effect 
of a law imposing a public debt and consequent 
taxation may be referred to the qualified voters who 
are to bear the burthen, without violating the prin- 
ciples of the government, and it is to be remarked 
that it does not secure those who may be opposed 
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to the smposition either trom the votes of who 
have greater or less interest in the object to be ae- 
complished that themselves, or of those who bav- 
ing no property may be supposed to have no inter- 
est in the question of tatation; nor does it secure 
any from the delusive expectation that the profits 
of the proposed undertaking will soom equal or ex- 
ceed the tax, cr make the burthen insignificant in 
comparison with the advantage to be expected in 
the enhancement of their property and business. 

In addition to this, there are numerous examples 
of legislative acts, by which the power of deter- 
mining upon Jocal taxation has been communicat- 
ed substantially to portions of the local community, 
to be exercised by a certain majority of those who 
are interested, and to become compulsory upon 
others. We refer to the cases in which a certain 
portion of the owners of lots in any square are 
authorized, through the agency of the town or city 
authorities, to have the adjacent streets or sidewalks 
graded and paved, which has been sanctioned by 
this court. The powers originally given tothe in- 
habitants of school districts to vote a tax, is another 
example; to which we might add, though bearing 
more remotely on the subject, the various acts 
which have reterred to the popular vote questions 
as to the boundary or creation of counties, and the 
removal of seats of justice, involving more or less 
directly a increase or diminution of taxation. The 
objection, that the city of Maysville having a pecu- 
liar interest in the subject, and a controlling influ- 
ence by the magnitude of her vote in the determin- 
ation of the question submitted, ought not to have 
been united with the rest of the county in submitt- 
ing the question of the county subscription, is, as 
we think, covered and met, so far as it is intended 
to be a constitutional objection, by the views al- 
ready taken inthis opinion. And although in this 
and tome other respects we greatly doubt the pro- 
priety and justice of the act in question, and of the 
proceedings which it authorizes, yet in view of the 
precedents to which we have referred, of the inde- 
finite character of the taxing power, of the right 
legislature to change and regulate the local organ- 
izations of which the State is composed and to judge 
of and provide for their local interests and necessi- 
ties; and in view of the respect necessarily due to 
the legislative department, forbidding the assump- 
tion that it has acted without a proper considera- 
tion of its own duties and responsibilities, we are 
not prepared to decide that this act is unconstitus 
tiona!. 

Decree of the lower court sustaining the sub- 
scription affirmed. 

For Slack, ete.—Ben Hardin, T. F. Marshall, J. 
W. Menzies, and Harrison Taylor. 

For the company---Geo. Robertson, James 
Harlan, Herry Waller, F. T. Hord, and T. Y. 
Payne. 











Greenville and Miami Railway. 

We have, says the Cincinnati Gazette, the brief 
and plain report ot Mr. Taylor, president of the 
Greenville and Miami railway company. 

But forthe delay in the receipt of the iron as 
soon as expected the road would, ere this, have been 
completed. It has been for some time ready for the 
superstructure. A sufficient amount of heavy T 
rail, to lay the track from Dayton to Greenville, is 
now in Sandusky and Dayton, weighing 56 lbs to 
the yard, of superior quality, the rails mostly 21 
feet long, and beveled to avoid the necessity of cut- 
ting away the ties to give the rail a proper bear- 
ing. The track will be laid as fast as possible. 

Three locomotives were contracted for, one to be 
delivered in August, and the other two in October 
last. One of these was a small one, for use incon- 
struction. This was received in August, and has 
been used, but is fcund of insufficient capacity to 
answer a good purpose, and its place will be sup- 
plied from Cincinnati, in a shorttime. Unfortu- 
nately the two large ones have been lost on Lake 
Erie on their way out. These cost $7,250 each, 
and were insured for $7,500 each, which will cover 
loss and charges. These funds will be employed 
in replacing the engines. 

Contracts have been made for the necessary pas- 
senger and other cars at Dayton, and they will be 
in readiness as soon as the track is laid. As will 
the water and other stations and freight houses.— 
The road will be completed as soon as De Graff 
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can lay down the rail—11 miles from Dayton west. 
being already down. The line will now be very 
soon completed and in operation. 


RET EERE NIC 
American Railroad Journal. 

















Saturday, February 14, 1852. 


India-Rubber Car Springs. 
HE following letter has been received by the New 
England Car Spring Company, from one of the 
largest and most respectable Car Builders in Phila- 
delplaia, to which the attention of Railroad Compa- 
nies, Car Builders, and others, interested in the use 
of India-rubber Car Springs, is direc'ed :— 


Pricapvevpnia, Jan. 28, 1852. 
¥. M. Ray, Esq., President of the New England 
Car Spring Company. Dear Sir:—Having seen an 
advertisement in the Railroad Journal, of a Premium 
India-rubber Car Spring, made by H. H. Day of you 
city, we ordered some of them for the purpose of 
giving them a trial; but during the last severe cold 
weather we found some of them that were exposed 
to the cold, frozen completely stiff, and solid, their 
elasticity being entirely destroyed. And erga to 
use springs affected by any extremes of cold or heat 
of the atmosphere, we shall have to return them, and 
depend upon you for springs as heretofore, believing 
yours to be ihe only reliable India-rubber Springs, 
under all circumstances, and tn all states of the at- 
mosphere, that have yet come under our notice.— 
Having used many hundreds of your springs during 
the three years last past, we have never known one 
of them to fail. And as we are determined to use 
nene but the best material of every description in our 
business, you will oblige us by filling our orders for 
springs as soon as possible. Very respectfully, 
Signed. KIMBALL & GORTON. 
Our object in publishing the above is to prevent any 
of our other customers being misled by parties adver- 
tising to supply cheap India rubber Springs, 
NEW ENGLAND CAR SPRING CO, 
10% Broadway. 














ta” J. F. Winstow, Esa., of Troy, proprieto 
of the compound rail for railroads, sailed for Eng- 
land on the 7th inst., for the purpose of making 
arrangements for the manufacture of the rail ip 
that country, both for its introduction into the U.S. 
and for the purpcse of bringing it into notice in 
Europe. The form of the rail is regarded with 
great favor by engineers and raiJroad men, and is 
fast coming into use; hence the necessity of more 
perfect arrangements fur its rapid manufacture. 

While in England, we take it for granted, that 
Mr. Winslow will call the attention of capitalists 
to our railroad projects and securities, with which, 
no man is better acquainted, nor better fitted, to 
place them before the public in theirtrue light. In 
this country, M. Winslow stands deservedly high 
as an active, energetic, and successful business 
man. He hasa thorough acquaintance with all 
our great interesis, particularly with those connect- 
ed with our railroads, and we commend him toour 
friends across the water who are seeking informa- 
tion in reference to our projects, and to the value 
of the various securities which we are putting fo th 
to carry our works forward. We need the right 
kind of a man in England for this purpose, and we 
shall have one there in Mr. Winslow, so long as 
he shall remain. 





Alabama. 

Alabama and Tennessee Railroad.—A bill has 
been introduced into the Legislature ot Alabama 
to authorize the State to guarantee the bonds of 
that company to the amount of $750,000. 





Tennessee. 


The Legislature of Tennessee has appropriated 


$300,000 to the East Tennessee and Virginia rail- 
road, for the construction of bridges on the line of 


Georgia. 

Superintendent of State.—It affords us pleasure 
to state that Gov. Cobb has tended the appointment 
of Chief Engineer, on the State railroad, to Wm. 
M. Wadlay, Esq., late superintendent of the Cen- 
tral road, and the appointment has been accepted. 
Gen. John W. A. Sandford, we learn, has been ap- 
pointed to the office of Treasurer, and William 
Rutherford, Auditor. The appointment for the im- 
portant and responsible office ot Chief Engineer, is 
ove which, we doubt not, will give universal satis- 
taction. The Georgia Telegraph, speaking of this 
selection, says: 

“There are few men in the State who could 
bring to the performance ot the arduous duties con- 
nected with this appointment, a greater amount of 
practical ability, a more energetic and determined 
character, or a more single-minded devotion to the 
interest of the great work entrusted to his manage- 
ment, than Mr. Wa’lay. Under his administra- 
tion of the affairs of this road, we predict a speedy 
change in its condition, and while we congratulate 
him upon his appointment, we also congratulate 
the Governor, and the State, upon getting the ser- 
vices of so valuable an officer. 





Indiana. 

Northern Indiana Railroad.—This road is. now 
open to Laporte, thirteen miles from Michigan 
city, and forming, with the Michigan Southern 
railroa'| Co., a continuous line from Lake Erie 
of 190 miles. Next month the road will be com- 
pleted from Michigan city to Chicago, leaving on- 
ly the link between Laporte and Michigan city un- 
finished, on which the plank road will be used un- 
til March next, when it is expected the whole work 
will be completed. 

Indiana Central Railroad.—An election of new 
officers of the company took place on the 14th ult., 
resulting in the choice of the following gentle- 
men :— 

John S. Newman, Esq., President; John M. 
Commons, Secretary ; John Crum, Treasurer; H. 
C. Moore, Engineer; and J. R. Mendenhall, of 
Richmond, J. S. Newman, Norris Jones, and Da- 
vid Commons, of Centreville, Thos. Tyner, W. 
Petty and S. Meredith, of Cambridge, Wm. But- 
ler of Dublin, J. T. White, of Raysville, J. P. 
Foley, of Charlottesville, N. Crawford, and J. B. 
Sandusky, of Greenfield, and Wm. Sullivan, of In- 
dianapolis, directors. 





Lowmoor Iron. 

We desire to call the attention of our readers to 
the advertisement of W. B. Lang in this week’s 
paper. The Lowmoor iron is particularly adapted 
to the manufacture of locomotive tires, fire boxes, 
boiler plates, and rivets; and for these purposes 
we believe it stands without a riva). Tires have 
generally been made of two or three bars welded 
together ; but by experience, that process of mak- 
ing tires has proved most objectionable. Bars be- 
ing forged at different heats, cannot be of equal 
hardness, and tires made from two or three diffe- 
rent bars, are harder in some parts than in others, 
causing an inequality in the wear, besides great 
liability to break in the welding parts. To prevent 
this difficulty, the Lowmoor Iron Company have 
lately, at great expense, erected large works for 
binding, welding and blocking tires from one sin- 
gle bar; and they are prepared to furnish tires in 
that improved style at as low a cost as consumers 
have before been compelled to pay for those made 


from short pieces of iron. A triend who has late- 
ly visited the Lowmoor works, informs us that he 
has seen two men forge the short bars, while it has 





the road. 





required ten men to forge a bar sufficiently long for 


ne peace 
India Rubber Car Springs. 


We would call the attention of railroad compa- 
nies and car manufacturers, to the advertisement 
of the New England Car Spring company, which 
contains the decision of the American Institute, 
awarding to F,M. Ray, Esq., a diploma for the 
best India Rubber Car Spring exhibited at the late 
fair of the Institute at Castle Garden. It will be 
seen that Mr. Ray’s Spring has not only taken 
the prize at the fair, but what is of still greater im 
portance, it has stood a much more severe test, the 
intense cold weather of the present winter, with 
triumphant success, As far as we have been able 
to learn there has not been a single instance where 
it has failed. It isan easy matter to make a Spring 
that will show well before the Institute at a period 
of the year most favorable to its actions; but itisa 
most difficult task to cure them in such a manner 
that shall secure perfect elasticity with the ther- 
mometer below zero. All the Springs of the Car 
Spring company are manufactured under Mr. 
Ray’s own supervision, and we can assure the pub- 
lic that the company has acquired too valuable a 
reputation for making a good Spring, to afford to 
lose it by manufacturing an inferior article, 








Massachusetts, 

Stony Brook Railroad.—The following are the 
officers of this company :—Tappan Wentworth, 
President; John Wright, Sewall G. Mack, Wil- 
liam A. Burke, of Lowell, Ziba Gay, of Nashua, 
J: W. P. Abbott, of Wesiford, and Samuel Law- 
rence, of Boston, the last in the place of John 
Clark, Esq., deceased. 





Stock and Money Market. 

Money has not been so easy in Wall street the 
present, as during the past week. The receipts of 
Gold have been light, while the shipments by the 
two last steamers have been equal to about $2,000, - 
000. This export, in connection with the extraor- 
dinary efforts among speculators, to carry up the 
price of stocks, has caused an unusual fluctuation 
among the fancies. The tendency with these is 
downward; but still the market cannot be said to 
have any settled character as far as they are con- 
cerned. 

In well known securities there is a gooc deal 
doing on foreign account. We see nothing to 
change our opinion expressed last week that there 
will be a fair demand for securities of new works, 
Fiom the amount offering, prices must rule low.— 
We believe that on the whole the prospect for the 
future is encouraging, and that our rcads will be 
able to make good progress the present year. 


The following statements are copied from an of- 
ficial document from the Treasury department 
which was laid before Congress on Wednesday. 

At the Mint in Philadelphia. 











the one-weld tires. 


GOLD. 
Number of pieces. Value. 
Double Eagles...... 2,087,155 $41,743,100 
Eagles .... cee. cccee 176,328 1,763,280 
Half Eagles........ 377,505 1,887,525 
Quarter Eagles..... 1,372,748 3,431,870 
Dollars.... ..«.+++.3,d17,671 3,317,571 
Total in Gold....... 7,331,407 $52,143,446 
SILVER, 
BIO UOMG, o.0006.000.505% 1,300 $1,300 
HalfDollars........ 200,750 100,375 
Quar.er Dollars..... 160,000 40,000 
Dimes.............. 1,026,500 102.650 
Half Dimes......... 781,000 39,050 
Three Cent Pieces. . .5,447,400 163,422 
————————— 
Total in silver.......7,616,950 $446,797 
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COPPER. 
Se rere 9,889,707 $98,897 07 
Half Cents.......... 147,672 738 36 
Total in copper..... 10,037,379 $99,635 43 
RECAPITULATION, 
an ee eee 7,331,407 $52,143,446 00 
Silver... woe ee 7,016.950 416, 797 CO 
Copper .-. . 10,037,379 99 635 43 
pre rer 21.985,736 $52,659,578 73 
At the Branch Mint at New Orleans. 

GOLD. 

No. of pieces. Value. 
Double Eagles........ 315,000 $6,300,000 
Eagles.........-+.--. 203,000 2,630,006 
Half Eagles.......... 41,000 205,000 
Quarter Kagles....... 148,000 370,000 
Dollars..... ce Ga weet. 290,000 290,006 
Total in Gold......... 1,057,050 $9,795,000 

SILVER. 
Half Dollars.......... 402 000 $201,000 
Quarter Dollars....... 88,080 22 000 
Dimes...........+..+. 400,000 40,000 
Half Dimes..... .....- 860.000 43,000 
Three Cent Pieces..... 720,600 21,600 
Total in silver......... 2,470,000 $327,500 

RECAPITULATION. 

Cl 6 5 sis cnccee coedcsl Qa $9,795,000 
Sliver .csc cece cos .. .2,470,000 327,600 





3,529,000 $10,122,600 








At the Branch Mint at Charlotte, North Carolina. 
No. of pieces. Value. 
Half Eagles............ 49,176 $245,880 00 
Quarter Eagles......... 14,923 37,307 50 
DOUAIB 000 cece cose seve 41,267 41,267 00 
Total in Gold........... 105,366 $324,454 50 


At the Branch Mint at Dahlonega, Georgia. 








No. of pieces. Value. 
Half Eagles........ 62,710 $313,550 
Quarter Eagles......... 11,264 28,160 
BIR yao. 00.08 sheneeee 9,882 9,882 
"ROME GON . ..cccceccdes 83,856 $351,592 
General Recapitulation. 
No. of pieces. Value. 
Philadel phia.......... 24,985,736 $52,689,878 43 
New Orleans.......... 3.529.000 10,122,600 00 
Charlotte, N. Carolina.. 105.366 324 454 50 
Dahlonega, Georgia.... 83,856 351,592 00 
yc) errr rrr eee 28,703,958 $63.488,524 93 





The expense of coinage at Philadelphia is 
forty-two hundredths per cent.; at New Orleans 
one and eight kundredths per cent.; at Charlotte 
three and fifty-five hundredths per cent.; and at 
Dahlonega three and thirteen-hundredths per cent. 

The Boston Post publishes a table of the monthly 
fluctuations in the railroad bonds and shares of 
New England, and in which New England holds 
an importantinterest. We give the extreme figures 
of January, 1851 and January, ’52. 

Jan. Ist. Jan. Ist. Interest. 


Railroad bonds. 1851. 1852. Semi-an’] 
Cheshire, 1852.......... 94 933 ee 
Cheshire, 1854.......... 934 90 &. 2 
Cheshire, 1869.......... 90 86 : 
Michigan Central, 1860..1053 104 4 4 
Norfolk COUDLY..... +4. 64 564 0 0 
Ogdensburg 77’s.. -. 983 92h 3e 33 
Old Rais iishien'h duds 98 97% 3 3 
Rutland, 1855........... 89 85 3. 3 
Vermont Central, 1852... 94 934 34 
Vermont Central. 1855... 92 84 3 3 
. Vermont and Mass...... 89 82k 3 3 
Reading, 1860,.......... 82 Ft: cidior 
Rea‘ing, 1870........... 78 23 3 3 
Sullivan mortgage....... 80 72 S$ 63 





Div’nds. 
Railroads. Par. Jan.1. Jan. 1. Ju’e Dec. 
1851. 1852. 1851. 
Beston, Concord and 

MORUIEAN. 6 c04 cee 100. «41 354 — 3 
Boston and Lowe}l..500 563, 530 4 4 
Boston and Maine..100 103 102 34 3} 
Boston & Providence!00 = 8&4 84 3 3 
Boston & Worcester.100 101g 93 34 3} 
Connecticut River..100 81 60 0 3 
Bastetn .oce:ceee cece 100 1004 954 4 4 
POIs ieee ewes 100 92 9E% 3 4} 
Ptehbarg -..<0ccce. 100 108§ 1033 4 3 
Michigan Central...100 96 933 0 14 
Nashua and Lowell.100 107} 104 5 4 
New Bedford and 

ROG so.cs.ceee. 100 110 114 4 4 
Norlolk county..... 100. 45 133 0 O 
oe ey 100 =7Az 643 2 Qk 
Norwich and Wor- 

CORN cnss ényaeés hee. . Gen 521 13 B& 
Ogdensburg........ 50 393 264 «=O 0 
O.d Colony.... .... 100 =66 64 2 0 
Passumpsic..... ...100 S84 GG 3,6 
Philadelphia, Wil- 

mington and Balt. 50 31} 29§ 2 1} 
Reading.ece........ W Fi mam ¢§ & 
Rochester and Syra- 

OG iie de: ccew cwes 1 115 112 5 5 
LC ee 100-550 354 0 0 
Taunton branch....100 106 109 4 4 
Vermont Central, 

(average).. 50 373 25} 0 0 
Vermont & Canada. 100 105 984 4 + 
Vermont and Mas- 

sachnsetts........ 100 §=30% 243 0 0 
Western. .100 7028 993 4 4 
Ww orcester & Nashual00 514) OSL Qi 2 





Railway Share & Stock List; 








CORRECTED WEEKLY FOR THE 
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NEW YORK FEBRUARY 14, 1852. 
GOVERNMENT AND STATE SECURITIES. 
U. S. 5's, 1853 2.20 cece cone cece cece cece cece 101 
ewe wt OE... nae aoceseu’ snanaeusdenn 106 
U.S. 6’s, 1862... ae cédiciatlee 
U.S. 6’s, 1862—cOoupOn .... coon ween cone woes 112} 
U. S. 6's, 1867.0 cccccce coce cece cece cece cece 1163 
U. 8.678, 1BGB onc cece ccce cacccnse ence csee 1163 
U.S. 6’s, 1868—coupon .... 2.0. wees cone cece 121 
DeMMANR ©, « céde's0ss edsin ches tecelecdes 85 
Alabama: G'S occ vice cose cocsicecs dese cece 91a92 
AilebOit She os cdeccsicesaccseecasascoeqeds 43 
Alabama 6’s—Canal loan .... 2... eee cence -——- 
Alabama 5’s—Canal preferred..........+... 4l 
Dibinols G6, 1067 «oc .cccds t6cc cusses cececuce 68 
Illinois G’s—interest........ 225.00. . 42 
Kentucky 67s, 1871 .... 202 ceeee eee cone cone 107 
Massachusetts SMOG Scie cane gece sinnace ken 
Massachusetts 5’s, 1859. PE re. 
Maine 6's, 1855....0 vec. ccce cece cece ceccces 103 
Maryland 678.... 0.02 ceceee coe cone cone cece 1024 
Michigan .... cc. cece cece coce coc cose cece —- 
Mississippi .... 2... cove cece ceccccece cecece — 
New York 6's, 1854-5....... ceccces cose ccce 103 
New York 6’s, 18: 0-’61-’62.... 2... sees ceneee 110 
New Worle Gey 1008 Geis cc cccccas seceded 115 
New Vorlb@s, 3 y., 1066s. 6: co ccccewsa cies cae 
New York G85, 1800260 occ wewncve cesasiis aa 
New York G88; 1960005 « us0.ccce cocccece ag 106 
New York 5’s, 1854-’55.... cece .200 cece coce — 
New York 5’s, 1858-60-62... 200. cece cocess 1003 
New Work: G's; 1966 ices sigs 5s. .cdd. cS oo 
New York 43’s, 1858-’59 U4.... 0... .005 cee 97 
Canal certificates, 6’s, 1861 ........ 2.22.00, 104 
CRIN SU on cs cacdiseue $dnc «sha ceusaawe 105 
CHIN Gls SU oc. scot wed Reda cque uaenanad 1083 
Citle Ce, ISM. i. cic Ve ss Tse es CSO 115 
Qnid: Gap IST s oxi. icc ecaewes ode caeedadicd 115 
Ohio 5's, BOO ccaicadne ite idnd>teendwads 1043 
CM Fe EMD sc ce cccacabanasasceasbaanded 100 
Pennsylvania 5's. cone ba case geesage 
Pennsylvania @'s, 1847,-53.... 0s Se véeo'sbes — 
Pennsyivania 6’s, asi Shih otiRees $6.4: 
Tennessee 5’s...... te tN cece cece cess mm 
Tennessee 6’s, 1880. seende erent 


Virginia 6’s, 1886.... seosees assess eere ee eer 





CITY SECURITIES—BONDS. 


Brooklyn CO e sencndanee<ddupise ere cee cece am 
Albany 6’s, 1871-1881 ........ nob eanédetanedan 
Cincinnati 6’s.... .... cecs ccee seve eos Koatis 1065 
Se Eales. iso seeh eet secccauwaees coce DSR 
Louisville 6's 1880 2... ...0 cece cece wees cece GSE 
Pittsburg 6’s, 1869-1871 20. cone cece eee coos 95 
Mew, Vaal Fs, 8i...s.tnac.icceepeansege cone 
New TOC OS, TOU OO oes co ocsk dbnssepesans 101 © 
New: York 0's, 1870'75 ... c. cece sccecscg ceset 102 
New York 9's, 1800. 66. ccc. bacd dt Hee adei 1024 
Pire loan: 5'8, 1GBG ioc nc. s edd dbid GSES 101% 
Philadelphia 6’s, IST6-90. 0... cc. ceee ceees 1004 
Balslanete. SSI so cc. case.ca<sapsananeumaal 104 
3oston 5’s. aebuaheededes -101 
RAILROAD BONDS. 
Erie Ist mortgage, 7’s, 1968.... sees eee «2-109 
Erie 2d mortgage, (Pee 
Erie income 7’s, anil get iain nee 925 
Erie convenibhe bonds, Ts, WEE 3 5a cead tute 8&4 
Hudson River Ist mort., 7’s, 1869... ........102 
Hudson River 2d mort., 7’s, 1860.... 6... wees 94 
New York and New Haven 7’s, 1861........102 
FRRSNUs OO, SID secs oscncquesed Gacunasneas 76% 
Reading mortgage, O78, “1GGR, cca, sc0s cccedne 80 
Michigan Central, ‘convertible, 8’s, 1860..... 1044: 
Michigan Southern, 7’ 7's, 1860 Ss amr ntendd etl 90 
Cleveland, Col. and Cin. 7’s, 1859...........103 
Cleveland and Pittsburg 7’s, 1860..........+. 99 
Ohio and cy ae he Ta, WED Naas dckaees 95 
Ohio Central 7’s, 1861 . dens det cds TE 


RAILROAD STOCKS. 
[CORRECTED FOR WEDNESDAY OF EACH WEEK.]} 


Feb. 4. ‘Feb, 11. 

Albany and Schenectady. . . 96 96 
Boston and Maine............. -. 1054 105 
Boston and Lowell ........ 0. 108 109 
Boston and Worcester,........ 100} 994 
Boston and Providence ........ 86} 87 
Baltimore and Ohio ........... 64 64 
Baltimore and ee. ace oe _ 
Cleveland and Columbus.. = _ 
Columbus and Xenia.......... - — 
Camden and Amboy........... - —_ 
Delaware and Hudson {canal)..110 113 
EET TEPC RP Ey Yat roar 95 94% 
DORs ociin Cesk catideewss Reese 785 
Fall River... .... 0c... 300 Kae Oe 98} 
URINE dike nae és canesenad 1034 1034 
RMON dada cade seus cede ceddca — ~*~ 
Georgia Central............... — = 
Harlem.:... htiibddn dhhae tekst 7% 67% 

0 110 109 
Hartford and New Haven...... 125 124 
Housatonic (preferred)......... 38 38 
CRN INE din o's ina ccccs ccee 65 64 
Little Miami ................. — — 
Lae A bs ce cand ensidaeess< 19 183 
Mad TERWON s 0kci. aces dasuemane abe _ — 
Madison and Indianapolis dneeee 90 92 
Michigan Central............. 98 96 
Michigan Southern...-........ 103 100 
New York and New Haven....113 1124 
TIO FE nan onan demmadtewns 130 130 
Nashua and Lowell... 4 104 
New Begiord and Taunton... 115 116 
Norwich and ieeperpnengy Pree ad. 514 50} 
Ogdensburgh .... 2... ceccceeee 28 274 
ee eee ng 
Philadelphia, Wilm’gton & Balt. 294 294 
PRON 6 404s BAT sees CaS - 
Richmond and Fredericksburg.. —- 
Richmond and Petersburg...... = —- 
SUPE ticst ciihs ailed ann nane-on 66 7k 
Rochester and a Sedocnas 1094 119 
Stonington ............02..... 504 514 
South Carolina........-....... — ~~ 
Syracuse and Utica....... —— 128 
Taunton Branch.............. 111 113 
Utica and Schenectady..... ance oF 127 
Vermont Central............ 244 
Vermont and Massachusetts... 264 235 
Virginia Centrai.............. Dang 
2 Repose ectapiterotione 101. $ 1003 
Wilmington and Raleigh ...... 56 58 _ 





Zinc Paint, _ 
The attention of our readers is called to the Ad- - 
vertisement of Zinc Paint in another column. 






















































































































Indiana Central Railroad. 

The Indiana Central railway company was or- 
ganised in March, 1850 to construct a railway from 
the line dividing Indiana and Ohio at the termina- 
tion of the Dayton and Western railway, to India- 
napolis, 72°67 miles. The company has caused the 
entire line to be surveyed and located by H. C. 
Moore, a most scientific engineer, following 
the line of the National road, and most of the way 
not more than 40 to 60 rods from it. The railway 
line is shorter than the National road, and 67°84 
miles of it pertectly straight, and only 3°83 miles 
easy curves; the least radius being 1,547 feet, and 
the maximum grade at the rate of 58 feet per mile, 
which occurs only four times for short distances. 
This line was originally a part of the Terre Haute 
and Richmond railroad line, and was separated for 
the purpose of construction, with power to reunite, 
and to consolidate with any other railway compa- 
ny making or having made a railway, within or 
without Indiana, running in the same general di- 
rection. ‘The Terre Haute road is now about fin- 
ished, and when the Dayton and Western railway 
shall be finished, which will be done early next 
summer, the line of the Indiana Central railway 
will be necessary to make the connection between 
them, and will pass through from Dayton, in the 
valley of the Great Miami, to Terre Haute, on the 
Wabash, 185 miles, through the most fertile, best 
improved and wealthiest portion of the great west, 
and near the line of the great National road, pro- 
jected and opened by the United States, on the great 
line of travel, emigration and mail transportation, 
through Maryland, northern Virginia, southern 
Pennsylvania, central Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 
It was only selected by the United States govern- 
ment for its great importance asa national thorough- 
fare, and by compact with the new States of the 
northwest, two per cent of the net products of sales 
of public lands in those States was set apart to con- 
struct it. The government, however, has failed to 
complete the road through western Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois, and the energetic population attracted 
to the line, are engaged in constructing railways 
from Washington city to the Mississippi, opposite 
St. Louis, running the whole distance near the line 
projected by the United States. The people are 
emphatically distancing the government in enter- 
prise, and their line must be the great travelled 
line from the great central valleys of the Mississip- 
pi and its tributaries, for all those going to the seat 
of government—congressmen, office-holders, office- 
ssekers, and persons who from curiosity or business 
may desire to take Washington city in the line of 
travel. It also passes through the capitals of Indi- 
ana and Ohio, and there are numerous railways 
leading into and diverging from this great line to 
every portion of the west in one direction, and the 
eastern cities in the other. 


The Indiana Central railway forms one of the 
most important links in this immense chain of rail- 
ways. The charter of the company is of the most 
liberal kind, and the capital and profits unlimited. 
The stock taken and that greed to be received by 
contractors, exceeds $400,000, whilst the grubbin,, 
gtading and bridging preparatory to laying down 
the iron is estimated at $292,725. The whole line, 
except about nine miles, is under contract for the 
preparing of the road for laying the rails at prices 
on the average below the estimates; and without 
some unforeseen drawback the part under contract, 
63 miles, wil] be ready forthe iron within this 
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The valuation and assessments of real and per- 
sonal property, church, college, seminary and com- 
mon school property in the counties in Indiana 
that this railway passes through and touches, as 
taken trom the last census, and assessment return 
is $37,954,331. 


Number of bushels of wheat produced... 738,583 
Indian corn and other grains...........-6,801,415 
Tons of hay... ..se sees seve cece ossee 37,921 
Number of horses.......sscceceseeesess S20LI 
. CUED ks shibibnc Bde n000000en5 73,674 
ie GREED coccccccccsccsccccces. JO 8E8 
se BR inserts cdediestexocsss<: SE 


The wheat crop for the year the census returns 
were made was almost a failure, and no doubt is 
felt by those well informed but that the pro- 
duct of wheat for 1851 was two millions of bush- 
els, This estimate only includes the returns ol 
six counties immediately on the line of the rail- 
way. The contiguous counties are equally pro- 
ductive, and in some things would show an increa- 
sed production. There are no less than 8 railways 
centering at and diverging from Indianapolis, the 
western terminus of this line, which crosses the 
Whitewater Valley canal, and the Knightstown 
and Shelbyville railroad. 





Coal for Locomotives. 
H. V. Poor, Esa., 

Dear Sir: As the subject of burning coal as fuel 
on our railroads is at present engaging the atten? 
tion of those interested, I would like to make your 
valuable paper a medium of communication with 
the public on that important subject. 

The economy of coal over wood as fuel for steam 
purposes, is demonstrated beyond a question, as 
applicable to steamboats and stationary engines, 
and there is no good reason why there may not be 
the same economy when applied to our railroads. 
It has been demonstrated by actual experiment tkat 
one ton of coal of 2240 lbs., is equal in steam gen- 
erating power to 24 or 3 cords of wood. Now it is 
only necessary to compare the price of one with the 
other, to ascertain which is the most economical. 
In any locality where coal can be delivered at $5, 
or less, per ton, it is a cheaper fuel than wood over 
$2 per cord; but the average price of wood, in all 
sections of the country where coal could be had at 
the above price, is probably over $4 per cord, 
which for 24 cords would be $10, just double the 
cost of one ton of coal capable of generating the 
same amount of steam. Now estimating the am’t 
of cost of the present fuel on railroads to be $50,000 
a year for every 100 miles, the saving of one-half, 
$25,000 per 100 miles a year, would amount to the 
enormous sum of one million five hundred thou- 
sand dollars a year to the railroads which could be 
supplied with coal at the above price. Now it will 
be asked why do not our railroads use coal if it is 
so much cheaper? I answer, some difficulties 
have been discovered in adapting the ordinary boil. 
er of a locomotive to burn coal, and many modifi- 
cations have been tried to overcome them, but all 
have been so cemplicated, that the liability to get 
out of order, and consequent loss of time to repair, 
have counterbalanced the economy in fuel. The 
only difficulty of any importance is the burning 
out of the fire box sides, and ends of the flues, which 
are exposed to the intense heat of the fire. Nowa 
boiler that can be constructed so that the fire box 
shall be relieved from this intensity of heat, and at 
the same time shall not be more liable to get out of 
order than the present boiler, and have the same 
facility ot repair, is what is wanted. And one ob- 





that | have the plans for constructing a boiler ap- 
plicable to the locomotive for burning coal, which — 
avoids the difficulty, and is so simple in its con- 
struction, and all its parts so easy of access when 
necessary for repair, that it commends itself to the 
judgment of every engineer and practical machin- 
ist who has seen it. They all say there is no rea- 
son why it will not answer the purpose wheti ptit 
into practical operation. Wishing to have an op- 
portunity to do so, I propose to give any railroad 
company the benefit of the improvement, if they 
will have it applied to an engine. The cost of al- 
tering a boiler already built would be less than 
$1,000; but to have it applied to a new one build- 
ing, would not be over $300; and a saving of fuel 
of twice the amount of expense of altering an en- 
gine would be realised in one year. 

Your obedient servant, 

Ricuarp E. Dissie, 
Mechanical Engineer, 
74 Franklin st., N.Y. 





Circular, 
House or Representatives oF tHe U. S. 
Committee Room Post Office and Post Roads, 
Washington City, January 15, 1852. 
' Sir: The House of Representatives having re- 
ferred to the committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads the memorial of Messrs. Duff Green and 
Ben. E. Green, relative to the issuing of United 
States coupon bonds to certain railroad companies 
having mail contracts, that committee has instruct- 
ed me to address a circular to the several railroad 
companies in the United States, enclosing with the 
same the memorial of the Messrs. Green. In ac- 
cordance with the instruction of said committee, I 
have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of said 
memorial. Allow me, sir, to ask that it may re- 
ceive the consideration of your board of directors, 
and that, at your earliest convenience, their opini- 
ons and suggestions on the subject-matter of said 
memorial may be communicated to said commit- 
tee. 
Should your company desire to send delegates to 
the railroad convention to be held in this city on 
the Ist of March next, as suggested in the circular 
attached to the memorial of the Messrs. Green, it 
will enable you to communicate personally, through 
your delegate much valuable information, as to the 
details necessarily connected with the subject-mat- 
ter of said memorial, should any action thereon be 
advised. 
Very respectfully, 
Epson B. Oups, Chairman R. R. Co. 
To— , Esq., President. 
The following is the memorial referred to. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Onited States: 

The memorial of Duff Green and Ben. E. Green 
respectfully represents, that a modification of the 
laws regulating mail contracts with railroad com- 
panies, so as to authorize the Post Office Depart- 
ment to deliver to railroad companies, on perpetual 
contracts for carrying the mails, an amount of five 
per vent. coupon bonds, chargeable on the revenues 
of the Post Office Department, the interest on which, 
at six per cent., would be equal tothe payments 
authorized by existing laws, would save to the 
Government on the present rate of expenditure 
through the Post Office Department, within one 
hundred years, many hundred millions of dollars 
and at the same time furnish a permanent and 
solid basis for an accumulation of capital under 
the control of citizens of the United States, which 
will greatly contribute to the development of the 
resources, and augment the prosperity, of the peo- 
ple and Government of the United States: That 
the views of your raemorialists are more fully ex- - 











year, 


ject in my calling attention tothis subject, is tosay 


plained in the prjsted circular of the committee, 
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and in the letters addressed to Governor Floyd, 
which are hereto annexed and made part of this 
memorial. And your memorialists respectfully 
pray for a modification of the laws regulating mail 
contracts, as therein suggested. 
DUFF GREEN. 
BEN. E. GREEN. 
Pennsylvania. 

Schuylkill Navigation Company.—We learn from 
the, report of the President of this company, that 
boats first passe! through the entire length of the 
canal on the Ist of April last. Since that period 
there has been no interruption of the navigation, 
(with the exception of a delay of four days, caused 
by an injury done to iwo of the locks,) although 
the summer and autumn have been attended with 
an extreme ana almost unprecedented drought. 

The business of the year has been as follows :— 





Anthracite coal carried, tons...........+.. 579,156 
Miscellaneous articles descending........ 174,399 
Miscellaneous articles ascending......... 87,542 





Total tonnage .... 2.0. sees coos veee « G41, 097 
This is the greatest tonnage ever passed over the 
work, and exceeds that of any previous year by 
104,580 tons; the quantity carried in 1841, being 
737,517 tons, of which 584,692 tons were anthra- 
cite coal; the coal tonnage of 1851 being only 5,- 
536 less than that year. 

Of the coal carried in 1851, there were 112,697 
tons delivered at points along the line short of the 
city of Philadelphia. The greatest tonnage of any 
week, was 27,796 tons, and the largest load of any 
boat 188 tons. 

The toll on coal amounted to $218,660 17, and 
on other articles to $66,961 07, making a. total of 
$285,621 24. 

The amount received for rents of real estate and 
water power, was $23,480 38. 

The tools and materials on hand at the close of 
the year 1850, in the car repair shop of the com- 
pany, were sold to the contracts for repairing the 
cars for the sum of $7,563 87. The sum of $15,- 
202 95 has been credited on account of drawbacks 
allowed by the Delaware and Raritan canal com- 
pany, on anthracite coal carried to the waters of 
New York bay, by way of the Schuylkill Naviga- 
tion and theircanal. These several items make an 
aggregate income for the year of $331,868 44. 

The charges against this aggregate income have 
been as follows :— 


Current expenses of canal and works, 
salaries of officers, lock-tenders’ 


wages, and office expenses........ $30,941 90 
Car and landing expenses........... 45,002 13 
Drawbacks allowed on tolls........ 9,771 46 
Drawbacks paid to boatmen........ 20,172 10 


Anterest P@id..c..ccccccccccccccese 31.953 29 








TOA) 0.0. coccceve sees cocccece. SIGtG00 CO 


And leaving a balance of........... $144 027 56 

The cost of the repairs uf the works from the in- 
juries caused by the floods of July and September 
was $357,390 19. 

Of the amount required to pay for these repairs 
$151,615 89 were raised by the subscriptions of the 
stockholders and loanholders, and the balance by 
obtaining materials, etc., on credit, and by borrow- 
ing money on the notes of the company, with a 
stipulation that such notes should be receivable for 
tolls. 

Of the obligations of all kinds contracted for the 
repair of the works, the sum of $222,099 72 re- 
mains unpaid, showing that out of the restricted 
income of the year, the sum of $135,290 47 of the 
repair debt has been paid off. 








The repairs were thorough, and it is believed 
that the entire line is now in complete order, and 
well calculated to resist the effects of future casu- 
alties. 

The caus: of the restricted income just mention- 
ed, was the low rate of toll that it was found neces- 
sary to adopt fur the charge on anthracite coal, the 
average of which did not produce quite 38 cents 
per ton. [lad the toll on anthracite coal remain- 
ed as it was fixed at the commencement of the 
season, it is estimated that the income of the com. 
pany, for the same tonnage, wouid have been 
$105,000 more than it actually reached. 

The whole quantity of anthracite coal mined and 
sent to market during the past year exceeded 4,- 
200,000 tons. The extensive use-that is now be- 
ing made of this kind of coal for locomotives and 
marine purposes, will probably require a supply of 
at least 4,800,000 tons for the year 1852. 

Compared with the other channels for supplying 
this quantity, the Schuylkill Navigation has the 
largest capacity for an increase of tonnage, and it 
Is the confident expectation of the managers, that 
business will be offered to them to the full extent 
to which they can supply boats for the transporta- 
tion of coal. 

From an investigation of the weekly returns of 
the coal tonnage, it appears that the coal boat ca- 
pacity is 55,440 tons. According to the course of 
trade, and the ordinary average of the trips, in time 
and distance, each ton of the boat capacity is com- 
petent to carry about 14 tons. 

This would accommodate a trade of 776,160 tons 
of coal; and counting other boats which have not 
been in use for a part of the past season, the whole 
amount of trade, which could be accommodated, 
would be about 800,000 tons. 

The company have made arrangements for the 
purchase of a number of new boats of 140 tons and 
upwards, in order to meet the large trade which 
the coming season has in store. 

The future prospects of the company are very 
encouraging, and there is reason to hope that they 
will soon be able to repair the damages sustained 
during the past year, and free themselves from all 
debts and incumbrances. 








Massachusetts. 

Fitchburg Railroad.——The annual meeting of 
the Fitchburg company will be held on Tuesday 
next, and the report of the directors has just been 
published. The following particulars are from the 


report :— 

Capital stock....... edtes seve eeee$3,540,000 00 
Debt of the company.............. 122,443 50 
Assets of eC khaanbalekdaee 215,831 53 
Earnings for 1851..........-. eooe. 558,545 91 


Expenses—including for new cars, 


turnouts, etc., over $53,000....... 312,922 22 
Surplus fund, in assets............ 43,234 92 
Due from other companies......... 5,000 00 
"POUNE HONING 4S bbineds cade case sacs 48,234 92 
Increased income over 1850........ 21,652 73 


expenses and charged to 

reserved fund.... 84,467 68 

The directors say—‘‘It will be seen from the 
above statement, that the amount charged to ex- 
penses and reserved fund, the past year, exceeds 
that of the previous year $84,467 68; and that of 
this amount $53,005 00, was for new wo1k, new 
cars and other extraordinary expenses not applica- 
ble to a single year. The directors thought it 
would be more for the interests of the corporation 
and more satisfactory to the stockholders, when 
they understood the matter, to charge this large 


eeeeee 
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make a debt by charging any part of it'to construc- 
tion account.” : 











Collins’ Line of Steamers, , 

The Washington Union gives the followi 
figures of the results of the Collins line of steamers. 
They are said to be given under oath of the book- 
keeper of the company. They show, certainly but 
a Flemish account, and prove if the line is to be 
kept up, it must have further assistance from 
Congress, ' 
The cash cost of the Collins liae ot 

steamers ready for sea was $2,944,142 71 
While the present condition of the 

company is as follows, viz: 
Of the whole amount of 
stock subscribed ($l,- 
132,000) there was paid 
Sbcces cacy sees conccedegenee 


eee eee 


The Governmentloan was 385,000 
The company have bor- 
rowed and issued bonds 
$OWivianens aces meas aan 700,000 


Their floating debt is now, 
exclusive of interest,say 1,000,000 





3,184,900 00 
The company, therefore, 
HG Ve SADE... 6000 «006005 sees cause 
And no dividends have been paid to 
stockholders. 
The actual average cost of each voy- 


350,000 00 





age to England aud back is....... 65,215 64 
The actual receipt of each voyage 

Wath OEE dada duce cads,4d0caaednas 48,286 85 
Deficiency COCR VOPEEG 5 600 ccka cee 16,928 7 
Or tor twenty voyages..... veda bead 338,574 4 


The writer in the Union gives the following 
table, showing that the Post Office contract with 
the Cunard steamers is a source of revenue, instead 
of a charge to the British Government. 

During the first six years of the es 

tablishment of the Cunard line of 

steamers, the British Government 

received from that line in the shape 

ot postages $7,836,800 00 
While the compensation received by 

the line from the Government was 

only 


2,550,000 00 





The clear revenue derived by the 
British Government from those 
steamers was, therefore.......... 5,286,800 00 


During the first four months of the year 1861, 
when the Collins line was taking alternate trips 
with the Cunard line, our Government received all 
but seventeen hundred dollars in postages of what 
it paid to the line for carrying the mails. But the 
British line commenced making weekly trips, and 
the Collins line no longer alternating with the 
British, the American postages fell off, as might 
have been expected. The British line was consid- 
ered tae regular line, at least by the British Gene- 
ral Post Office, and the American steamers were 
treated as transient vessels. It is tor this reason 
that our Post Office Department has given notice 
to the British that we require a new postal arrange- 
ment with England which shall secure reciprocity, 
prcvided our steamers by alternating with the Brit- 
ish, are able to perform half the service. 

The effect of the establishment of the Collins line 
of steamers on the commercial interests of the coun- 
iry is thus sketched. 


When the Cunard steamers first began to ply, 
they charged as high as £10 and £12 sterling per 
ton. As soon as the Collins line started these 
freights came down to £7 10s.; and now freights 
from England to the United States are reduced to 
£4, and from the United States to England to any- 
thing that may be obtained—from 6d. a bbl. of flour 
to 2s. 6d. a bbl. Considering that freights are the 
greatest obstacle to the free interchange of comme- 
dities, I would respectfuily submit whether th: 





amount at once to expense account and the 





reserved fund and reduce the dividend, than to 





Collins line of steamers from New York to Liver- 
pool has not stimulated trade in general, and by 
shortening the passages, benefitted especially the 
























































trade in Provisions and Breadstuffs. Apples, Lard, 
Cheese, Beef, etc., are now carried out to England 
at a mere nominal freight, and because steamers 
admit of a superior ventilation, arrive out in a 
state of pertect preservation. It isa great mistake, 
therefore, to suppose that it is merely the seacoast 
and the Atlantic States which are benefitted by a 
regular American steam communication with Eng. 
Jand. The West and the South are equally bene- 
fitted by it. Western Provisions have been carried 
in the Collins line from New York to Liverpool 
for less than they could be sent from Albany to the 
city of New York. 
Trial of Locomotive Engines. 

Some time since, we gave a brief notice ot the 
trial instituted in October last, by the New England 
Association of Railway Superintendents, upon the 
disused track of the Boston and Maine railroad, 
for the purpose of testing the capacity of several 
locomotive engines for speed and draft. We have 
now received the report of the committee appoint- 
ed to report upon the trial, and award the prizes to 
the successful engines. Below we give from the 
body of the report what is of chief interest to the 
reader :— 

The trial of speed was made upon that part of 
the Boston and Powell railroad which lies between 
the 15th and 24th mile posts, numbering from Bos- 
ton. 

The rules adopted were— 

Ist. That all engines upon this trial should car- 
ry the same load over the same distance. 

Qd. That the pressure of steam in the boilers 
should not exceed one hundred and twenty, nor be 
less than seventy pounds, per square inch. 

3d. That the pressure at starting, should be tak- 
en as the pressure under which the engine worked 
over the whole distance; the safety valve balances 
remaining unaltered. 

The constant load in the trial of speed, consisted 
(besides the tender) of six covered freight cars, each 
loaded with five tons, one long passenger car, and 
twenty-one passengers; the whole weighing eigh- 
ty-five tons. 

This constant load caused a displacement of 17,- 
680 cubic feet of air; being in length two hundred 
oa twenty-one feet, height ten feet, width eight 

eet. 

Each engine with its train started from the fif- 
teenth mile post, at a given signal, and made its 
best time to the twenty-fourth mile post, where the 
observations terminated. 

To reduce the observed time of running to the 
time in which the distance should have been run, 
consistently with the published terms, (vix., to re- 
duce in proportion to the weight of the engine and 
pressure of steam,) it became necessary to adopt 
some formula by which the reduction cou'd be 
made. We have not the means of proposing an 
exact formula for this purpose, as we have not at 
our command experiments upon which to base the 
necessary computations. We have therefore used 
an empirical formula, which we believe to be suffi- 
ciently accugate for the purposes of comparison ; 
as the errors cannot amount to enough to involve 
injustice to either of the parties interested in the 
result. This formula is based upon the assump- 
tion that an engine of 25 tons weight, under an ef- 
fective pressure of 100 lbs to the square inch, would 
upon this track, without load other than the tender, 
run the observed distance, at the rate of eighty 
miles an hour, or in four hundred and five seconds. 

The standard assumed, and the load and dis- 
tance being constant, it is only requisite to apply 
the correction in time, due to the variable weights 
and pressures of the different engines. 

For this purpose, the following proportion was 
used : 


2WwPe 
1: (_—. —1:: t—405” : correction, 
10.000.000 
2WP 
[the correction being plus or minus, as ——-——— 
10.000.000 


is greater or less than unity.) 
W representing the weight of engine in pounds; 
P the effective pressure of steam in boiler, in pounds 
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per square inch; t the observed time in seconds. 

It will be noticed upon comparison, that the re- 
duced times follow generally in order-with the ob- 
served times, after the proper corrections for dif. 
ferences of weight and pressure have been made. 

We have confidence that equal justice has been 
done to all, with the exception of the Addison Gil- 
more, of the Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers 
railroad. 

This engine was worked at a much higher pres- 
sure than the others, and would, under equal cir- 
cumstances, have had a decided advantage ; but as 
she had just come from the shop, and never before 
been attached to a train, it is difficult, if not im- 
possible, te arrive at a correct estimate of her pow- 
er, as compared with the others; to which is to be 
added the consideration that she was worked at a 
—— above that proposed by the published 
rules, 

_We have given the results of the trial of this en- 
gine, but have not included it as competing for a 
prize, since it did not come within the prescribed 
rules, 

The Dedham, a small tank engine, built by G. 
S. Griggs, of the Boston and Providence railroad, 
was run over the same track, on the day after the 
trial of the other passenger engines, with a load of 
two passenger cars, and eighty-one passengers, 
making an entire weight of eighteen tons. 

_The time in which this engine passed over the 
nine miles, is given in detail with the others; but 
with such a disproportioned load, we think it inex- 
pedient, with our present means ot judging, to make 
any comparison. 

We regret this, as we believe that on many of 
our roads, engines of this class must be introduced 
for economical reasons, before full accommodation 
can be given to the public, or remuneration to the 
stockholders, 

The trial of the freight engines was made upon 
the branch track connecting the Boston and Lowell 
railroad and the Boston and Maine railroad at 
Wilmington. over a distance of nine thousand one 
hundred feet in length. The load consisted of one 
hundred and fourteen loaded cars, estimated to 
weigh, cars included, six hundred and fifty tons. 

Each engine first backed this train down to the 
starting point, which was at the top of an inclined 
plane of fourteen feet to the mile; and from this 
point they started at a given signal, making their 
best time to the point at the other extremity of the 
branch. 

For the reduction of these engines, we have used 
the same formula as in the preceding case; with the 
exceptions, that the standard time is taken at one 
hundred and forty-four seconds instead of four hun- 
dred and five seconds, and the pressure shown by 
the balances, instead of the effective pressure. 

The limited time we had to prepare for these ex- 
periments, must be our excuse tor their being so 
incomplete in detail and arrangement. And the 
want of direct experiment, to determine the basis 
upon which to ground absolute formulas, prevent- 
ed us from making more than a comparative state- 
ment of the performances of the engines of both 
classes, 

We take the liberty of expressing our regret, 
that so great a deficiency exists in our knowledge, 
in this department of railroad management. 

The power applied for the purpose of transpor- 
tation on railroads is very large, and upon its pro- 
per application depends, in a great degree, the suc- 
cess of this great interest in this section. 

It is apparent, even to a casual observer, that the 
railroads have increased in a greater ratio than the 
amount of business they can have todo. It be- 
comes, therefore, of vital importance, that the 
greatest possible saving should be made in all the 
details of working and maintenance; and in the 
case under consideration, that the weight of the en- 
gines should be reduced, and their power increased 
to the greatest limit consistent with the proper du- 
rability ot the machines. 

We trust that this experiment will be followed 
up by those interested, until a series of observa- 
tions properly made, may enable railroad mana- 
gers to judge with certainty, having actual, and 
not theoretical knowledge for their guide. 

It was our intention to have prepared instruments 
for the purpose of measuring the power and draft 
directly ; and also certain apparatus for testing the 


em with which the machines run upon the 
track, 

Some progress was made, but we were unable to 
get them completed in season fcr use. Should 
they be wanted in future experiments, it will take 
probably but a shert time to perfect them. 

In conclusion, we indulge in the hope, that these 
experiments may be the commencement of a se- 
ries, which will ultimately lead toa more perfect 
knowledge of the capabilities of the locomotive en- 
gine; and in practice, to a greater economy of 
power in working this important machine. 

he comparison of these experiments with those 
made in England in 1830-31, will show the great 
increase of speed already attained, as compared 
With the weight of the engine and the load carried; 
and will be an incentive to further improvement 

The distance run by the Passenger Locomo- 
tives in the trial was a little over 9 miles. There 
were no grades exceeding 9°500 feet to the mile, 
nor curves with a less radius than 3,000 feet, and 
about three-quarters of the distance was a straight 
line. 

The following is a statement of the comparative 
time made by the several competing passenger en- 
gines, viz:— 


Minutes, 
Neponset .... cee secccecce cece seve cece vovcld OO 
ID iiicinek 400s 44e babe abe. weeRS 1230 
Addison Gilmore, W .... sees cece sees veveeell'QY 
SD ccs ceca bine sta eae sees 6405 4awkee ee 
Addison Gilmore, Mi 00. cece cece cece cccces 14.25 
DUES ices Wiss aKa guts Wes kaw alee wes CU 
The time made by the freight engines was as 
follows :— 
Minutes, 
Tee ETT eee ET re 
Se ee ee rr eee 


Highlander. .... cece ccce cove cece seve coves I Bau 

The weight of passenger engines was as fol- 
lows :— 

Tons. 

woe 000043,775 


Neponset.... cee coee cece cece veees 
» +0 0047,093 


Nathan Hale.......... 


Addison Gilmore, W..... sees eens cece + +.00,885 
PGI. cna nerd waeasunew eee sees nema eemneeeee 
Addison Gilmore, M..... .... see woes coves 46,320 
2 aero sea SONS C00 S08 s0be5055s NTE 
Freight Engines. 
BANIO 5 isin Wace 9600 06e see sees Stsceve covcdeeee 
Highlander .... 0.0. .s0e coe cece cove cece 40,015 
Bt. GIREE vcsscace ietmichea wei Kees 48,650 


A table showing the dimensions of the several 
engines will be given in our next. . 

Of the passenger engines, the first medal was 
awarded to the Addison Gilmore, from the Western 
road; the second to the Nathan Hale. Of the 
freight engines, the first medal was awarded to the 
Milo; the second to the St. Clair. 





Indiana, 

Lawrenceburgh and Cincinnati Railroad.—The 
board of directors of the above company have been 
in session at this place for several days past. The 
most important business transacted was the letting 
out the building of the road, including the furnish- 
ing cross ties and laying the track from St. Omer 
to this city, a distance of 38 miles. The contract 
has been taken by our well-known fellow citizens, 
Andrew Wilson, Lawrence M. Vance, and Har- 
vey Bates, whose energy and ability give full as- 
surance that the work will be completed in contract 
time, which we learn is the Ist of July, 1853. 

This completes the entire line to Lawrenceburgh, 
the portion between St. Omer and the river having 
for some time been under contract. 

The terms of this contract are extremely favora- 
ble to the company, the contractors taking nearly 
all their pay in the stock and lands of the company 
thereby manifesting their faith in the importance 
of the undertaking and its paying ability. 

To enable the company to press their work rap- 
idly to a completion, the company desire to take 
up new subscriptions of stock, and propose to make 
them payable one-fourth when the first division of 
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17 miles is completed, and in running order, one- 
fourth when completed to Shelbyville, and the res- 
idue when completed to this plaze. Now is the 
time for our citizens to come forward and assist in 
this important undertaking. The terms of this 
subscription are liberal, and the money only to be 
paid as portions of the road are brought into actu- 
al use. Our farmers and traders are particularly 
interested in these matters, and as yet our city and 
county have not done for the cause one-third as 
much as the county of Decatur. Surely we are as 
able and we ought to be as willing. 

In connection with this work, it is proper to no- 
tice the favorable indications for an early connec- 
tion with St. Louis and Terre Haute. The road 
to Terre Haute lacks only four miles of comple- 
tion, one week of fair weather will put itthrough, 
and we learn that the friends are active and have 
secured the right of way for the greater part of the 
distance to St. Louis, and a speedy prosecution of 
that end may be looked ior.—State Journal. 





Quebec and Richmond Railroad. 

The necessity of a railroad to connect Quebec 
with western Canada has long been felt, but active 
steps were not taken upon the subject until the year 
1849. The city of Quebec then passed resolutions 
to loan £100,000 to any company formed, or to be 
formed, for the purpose cf censtructing a railroad 
from Quebec to Melbourne, there to connect with 
the Atlantic and St. Lawrence railroad, running 
between Portland and Montreal. This loan was 
made on the condition that two lines should be sur- 
veyed between Quebec and Richmond—one by 
Porteeuf and Point Platon, the other by Cap Rouge 
and St. Nicholas. The expense of these surveys 
was to be divided equally between the company 
and the City Council, and the selection of the line 
after survey was left to the council. The reconnoi- 
sance of the two routes was entrusted to Mr. A. C. 
Morton, who decided in favor of that by Cap 
Rouge and St. Nicholas to Richmond, which line 
was first adopted, but afterwards abandoned. 

The total distance of the road from Richmond to 
the city of Quebac by this survey is 1014 miles.— 
The estimated cost of construction is £520,000. A 


large portion of the road, equal to 60 per cent of 


the whole, will be either level, or of an inclination 
not exceeding 15 feet per mile. There are no 
grades to exceed 30 feet per mile, except the ap- 
proach to the river St. Lawrence, and for a short 
distance at Richmond, where a grade of 50 feet per 
mile is required. 

The ceremony of breaking ground on this road 
took place on the 7th of January last, immediately 
after which active operations were commenced. 

The number of stockholders on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1851, was 396, who subscribed for 1,748 shares, 
amounting to £21,850. No instalments have been 
paid on 575 shares, and on the remaining 1172 
shares, there has been received £1,002 Ils. 3d. in 
cash, and £1,762 10s. in bills receivable, making 
£2,765 1s. 3d. received on account of instalments. 
From sundry individuals there has been received 
£86 10s., forming together the sum of £2,851. 11s. 
3d. The total expenditures of the company have 
been 21,844 0s. 4d., leaving a balance of £1,007 
10s. 11d., of which £175 Os. Lld. are in cash, and 
£832 10s. in bills receivable. 

Alter completing the reconnoissance already re- 
ferred to, Mr. Morton resigned the further charge 
of the work, from the pressing nature of his daties 
as Chief Engineer of the Atlantic and St. Law- 
rence, and other rcads in Maine, Mr. R. T. Bai- 
ley, well known in the United States as a skilful 
and accomplished Engineer placed at the head of 
the engineering department, a position which in- 
volved great responsibility, from the difficult nature 





of the duties imposed, and from the fact that the 
interests of the people of Quebec were supposed to 
be adverse to the best line to be adopted. They 
were opposed to making Point Levi, on the oppo- 
site side of the 1iver, the terminus of the road, for 
fear that it would draw off the business from the 
Quebec side. Elaborate and critical surveys were 
therefore made for the purpose of ascertaining the 
practicability of crossing the river at some point 
above the city for the purpose of bringing the cars 
into it upon the north side, ‘The result of the sur- 
veys, however, proved the great difficulty in ac- 
complishing the object, owing partly to the great 
width and depth of the river, and the difficulty in 
descending to it from the table lands, which instead 
of sloping gradually, extend themselves almost to 
the river bank. The surveys showed that by tak- 
ing advantage of the depressions caused by the 
Richelieu and Elchemin rivers, a comparatively 
easy grade could be obtained to Point Levi, which 
route, at the recommendativn of Mr. Bailey was 
adopted. The reasons given by him for a change 
ot line were most satisfactory, and received the full 
approval of the company. 

The prospects of the road, in the opinion of Mr. 
Bailey, are very encouraging. 

{t forms a communication between Quebec and 
Montreal, and as it is but little longer than the dis- 
tance by the river, it will be a speedier and more 
desirable route. 

The position of Quebec as a great commercial 
city will ensure to this road a large amount of 
traffic; for nearly all the freight conveyed thither 
for exportation from western Canada will take this 
route, The same is true of imported articles seek- 
ing the interior. 

A very large passenger traffic may be expected 
during the summer season, from the immense num- 
ber of pleasure tourists who annually visit the St. 
Lawrence, and the cities of Montreal and Quebec. 
The inhabitants of the latter city, wishing to visit 
the United States, will find the Quebec and Rich- 
mond, in connection with the Portland and Mon- 
treal railroad, the shortest and best route. 

When the Halifax and Quebec railroad is com- 
pleted, this road will occupy a central position in 
the great trunk line through the provinces, and the 
larger portion of European or other travel which 
will be drawn from either direction will pass over 
it. 

With such prospects for the future, the Que- 
bec and Richmond railroad may be regarded as a 
profitable scheme. 





Pennsylvania Railroad Company--Stock- 
holders Annual Meeting. 

Yesterday morning, the annual meeting of the 
stockholders of the Pennsylvania railroad company 
took place in Sansom street Hall. 

On motion of C. Fal!on, Esq., the Hon. Cha:les 
Gilpin, Mayor of the city, was called to the chair, 
and Charles Wood and Samuel Elkin were appoint- 
ed secretaries. 

The annual report was then submitted by the 
president of the buard of directors, William C. Pat- 
terson, Esq., and read to the meeting. The docu- 
ment gave a valuable and highly interesting ac- 
count of the affairs of the company, and of the 
transactions during the year which has closed.— 
From it we learn that the receipts from the stock 
in payment of instalments amounted to $8,103,465, 
and the disbursements to $7,978,089°82 ; leaving a 
balance of $125,375°'18. The interest accounts, it 
is stated, exhibit results equally gratifying. Of 
unconditional subscriptions to the stock, the total 
amount is $8,326,050, and the contingent subscrip- 
tions amount to $750,000. The subscription by 
the corporation of the Northern Liberties is $250,- 
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000, and the stock payable to contractors amounts 
to the same, viz: $250,000. Thus the aggregate 
of all subscriptions to the stock is $9,576,000. To 
fill up the capital stock to the present limit, the re- 
port states that a further subscription of stock will 
be necessary to the amount of $423,950. 

The cost of a single track trom Harrisburg to 
Pittsburg is estimated at $12,000,000, and an addi- 
tional track is estimated to cost $3,600,000. In 
August last, a section of the western division of 
the road, extending from Eatontown to Lockport, a 
distance ot twenty-one miles, was opened, and the 
whole of that division is now in use throughout its 
entire length, except from Beatty’s station to Turtle 
Creek, in Westmoreland county, a distance of 
twenty-eight miles. 

The report states that the board confidently anti- 
cipate the completion of the whole of the road, to 
be ready for use before the close of navigation in 
the year 1853. To do this, however, the stock of 
the company, it is stated, must be increased, or a 
debt incurred to the amount cf about $6,000,000; 
and as the whole policy of the board, since the 
commencement, has been, and is, in opposition to 
the incurring of debt, they recommend that an ap- 
plication be made to the State Legislature for au- 
thority to make such an increase of the stock of 
the company as may be necessary for this purpose. 
The report concludes with some forcible remarks 
upon the importance of securing to this city the 
trade of the West, to do which, it was urged, low 
fare and freights are absolutely necessary.—Penn- 
sylvanian of the 3d. 


There has been a change in the board of direc- 
tors. Mr. John Edgar Thompson, the well known 
Civil Engineer, succeeds Col. W. C. Patterson, as 
President, and Messrs. George W. Carpenter, C. 
E. Spangler, John Yarrow, W. Butcher, David 
S. Brown, and Thomas T. Lea, are on the reform- 
ed ticket for directors. 





Commerce of Buffalo. 

The Buffalo Commercial Advertiser says :—On 
the 3lst Dec. last, there were owned in the district ; 
of Buffalo Creek, 22 steamers and 22 propellers— 
making an aggregate of 44 steam vessels, of 22,- 
438 87 tonnage, and carrying crews of 903 persons ; 
and also, 104 brigs and schooners, of an aggregate . 
tonnage of 23,818 52, and employing crews ot 778 
persons. There was aiso building at that date, in 
the different ship yards of this city, an aggregate 
of over 7,000 tons of steam and sail vessels. 

The valuation of the commerce at this or any 
other point, is but guess work, at best, though a 
pretty near approximation may be reached. We 
take the custom-house estimates, which are made 
up from as reliable data as can be obtained. 

Total value of imports by lake... .... $31,880,951 
Total value of exports by lake........44,201,720 

Aggregate western commerce. .. ....$$76,032,671 
To which, if we add the exports from 

Tonawanda, 5.337 tons, valued 
$1,792,423 
Imports at Tonawanda, 113.211 

ee eee pe 3,089,653—4 882 086 
And Dunkirk say .... 2... ..2. es. eee. ..8.000,000 
We have the total commerce of the Dis- _ 

trict of Buffalo Creek, amounting to $88,964,737 

The full returns from Dunkirk are not yet re- 
ceived, Lut asthe merchandise and other freight 
transported west over the Erie Railroad alone 
amounts to $5,394,780, the aggregate cannot fall . 
far short of $8,000,000. ‘The wal western exports 
of this district amount to $51,228,922, without tak- 
ing into account the erroneous quantity of valua- 
ble goods transported by the different express com- 
panies, the tonnage ot which does not appear on 
any other books than their own, and which is not 
kept there in such a manner as to admit of the es- 
timation of its value. Nv doubt the tuli retarns 
from the whole district, with the exact valuation, 
would allow a traffic ot $90,000,000. 

The value of the exports by canal, as made u 
at the cullector’s office, is $18,984,423, on whi 
tolls were collected amounting to $777,166. 86. 

The value of the imports by canal, and made up 
at the same office, is $41,810,398, with an aggre- 





gate tonnage of 237,341 tons, 
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Annual Report of the Board of Public 
Works of Ohio. 
The following table will show the total amount 
(omitting fractions,) collected on the canals for the 
last five years: 


1847, Gross sum col. on all the canals, $805,019 
1848, ‘“ “ce ii 785, 

1849, * <4 4 739,377 
1850, “ ss ‘4 759,852 
1851,  “ “ « 856,352 


The greatest amount of tolls collected in any 
one year previous to 1847, was $612,302. The 
excess of collections in 1851, over any preceding 
year, is more than $50,000, and that too at a lower 
scale of tolls than has ever before prevailed. 

Of the general business of the canals, the report 


says: 

When we take into view the fact that the busi- 
ness of that portion of the fiscal year between April 
Ist and November 15th, 1851, amounting in busi- 
ness to four-fifths of the year, was done under the 
operation of the low scale of tolls, adopted by the 
board in March Jast, being a reduction equivalent, 

. upon all articles to at least 80 per cent., and the 
competition from railrcads, for the carrying trade, 
the board feel that they are authorized to congrat- 
ulate, and take pleasure in congratulating the peo- 
ple on the present condition and future prospects of 
the canals of this state. 

Ohio Cana!.—The northern division was opened 
for navigation on the 24th of March, the middle di- 
vision on the Ist of April, and the southern was 
kept open for use from Columbus to Portsmouth 
during the winter and spring months, with but 
slight interruptions, The water was drawn off in 
the summer for repairs. ‘The business of the south- 
ern end of the Ohio Canal has increased very lit- 
tle, on the southern end of Miami Canal more, but 
the business of the centre and northern portions of 
each has grown with a steady and rapid growth. 
At Cleveland in 1847 the tons arrived were 271,977; 
cleared 26,992. In I851, tons arrived 355,652; 
cleared 86,717. At Portsmouth in 1847; tons ar- 
rived 38.993; cleared 12,177. In 1851, tons arrived 
37,598 ; cleared 14,098. 

The breaches in the Ohio Canal during the sea- 
son were not serious. The rank growth of grass 
in the levels was a serious obstruction to the flow 
of water and to the operations of boatmen. 

The amount of tolls, etc., collected on the Ohio 
Canal for 1851, was $436,009 31; an increase of 
£38,677 34 over 1850. Th2 amount paid out for 
repairs was $128,218 86, of which $13,172 80 
are properly chargeable to original construction. 
The number ot superintendents on this canal was 
reduced from 16 to 13. 

The following table gives a view of the busi- 
ness of Cleveland by canal for the fiscal years 
ending Nov. 15th, 1850—’51, in tons of 2,000 Ibs. 


each. 
Articles. 1850. 1851. 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 
Arrived Cleared Arrived Cleared 





Wheat and flour, 75,860 11L 146,177 — 1,132 
Coal, 83,851 90 107,155 852 
Corn, 23287 659 27,945 1,104 
Pork, Bacon and 

Lard, 4,785 10 3,317 26 
Iron (all kinds) 

and nails, 8.927 8,495 8,464 5,856 
Lumber, 1,063 11,944 1,120 14,366 
Salt, 9,070 8,571 
Merchandize, 898 4,855 1,031 5,419 
All other articles, 34,054 16,216 60,443 49,391 
Total tons, 232,725 50,051 355,652 86,717 


This shows a very rapid increase of tonnage at 
Cleveland. 

The sum of $13,172 80 was paid on account of 
the new Weigh Lock at Cleveland. The report 
says of it: 

There was also built at Cleveland, during the 
season, a Weigh Lock, designed for and capable 
of weighing canal boats and full cargoes of freight. 
This is an appendage heretofore unknown upon 
our canals, though in use on most of the canals of 
other states. The Lock is a very superior piece of 
workmanship, and in all its parts is put together 
with the greatest care; reflecting credit on the spe- 
cial superintendent who had charge of, and the 


for the lock, which was built by Fairbanks & Co., 
of Vermont,.was placed in the chamber about the 
close of navigation, but not in time to test its abil- 
ity and accuracy; but from the known character 
of the manufacturers, no doubt is entertained as to 
its satisfactory performance, which performance is 
warranted by them. 

Muskingum Improvement.—This improvement, 
until the past year has been a burthen upon the 
general canal func. Last year the receipts on it 
amounted to $48,418 30, while the expenses 
amounted to only $13,361 85. In 1850 the expenses 
amounted to $39,925 29, while the receipts amount- 
ed to only $36,724 29. The last year the receipts 
over the expenditures were $35,057 45, which is 
two and a half per cent. upon the whole actual cost 
of the work. 

Under good management this canal may in afew 
years cease to be a burthen on the State. 

Hocking Canal,—The business on this canal is 
steadily increasing, having nearly doubled in two 
years. Last year there was no interruption of na- 
vigation from breaches. 


The receipts for 1851 were.... ss... ses. $11,814 87 
é - Be ineee coe cece 8,078 67 
Expenditures for 1851 were........... 7,991 13 
it ee BBBO cic cece eee 11,819 06 


7 
Walhonding Canal.—A serious breach in this 
canal, in May last, affected seriously the revenue 
anticipated from this work. 


The receipts for 1851 were......... 206. $2,615 42 
_ Me TTTT TET 2.055 09 
Payments for 1851... .... seecsseceee. 4,251 62 
SITET Terre errr ety 1,966 61 


A great many repairs of locks have been made, 
which has swollen the general expenditures,— 
With some repairs to a few other locks, the canal 
will be in most excellent order, and will need few 
repairs for years to come, unless some unlooked tor 
casualty occurs to it. 


Miami and Erie Canal.—The receipts of this 


work for 
1BGA WEE... voce veces woe cece 00 009307,095 25 
HOED” “Opes 860055 sds 0055.60.03 08 vc ae 315,162 60 

The total payment for the year 1851, for old con- 
tracts, riparian claims, repairs, superintendence, 
etc., amounted to $160,558 44, to which must be 
added $9,428,50 paid on account of Lewiston Re- 
servoir. 

Western Reserve and Maumee Road.—The re- 
ceipts from toll on this road were $12,745 68, being 
an increase over the previous year of $1,177 01.— 
It is suggested by the board that the excess of tolls 
over expenditures on this road be expended, in ex- 
tending the road to the Miami and Erie canal, 
which would add much to its usefulness, 

National Road.—Of this road the board say they 
cannot speak favorably. In many places the pave- 
ment is almost worn through, and a large portion 
of the masonry of the bridges is in a very bad con- 
dition. The grade of the road is in many places 
worn down, and in the fills washed away, until 
there is scacely two-thirds of the original width re- 
maining. The wooden superstructures of some of 
the bridges are also in bad repair. The masonry 
and the grade of the road have been very much 
neglected for many years in succession, and many 
of the annual repairs made without judgment or 
economy. 


The total receipts for the year 1851 


WN ick ein dein e540! eos sv veicee $38,577 11 
The amount in 1850 was............. 42,636 08 
Excess in favor of 1850..........2.... 4,058 97 


The payments on the road for repairs and other 
expenses, for the year 1851, were much larger than 
the previous year. 

It is hardly to be expected that this road will 
yield sufficient revenue to keep it in good repair.— 
This is the only portion of the public works whose 
condition does not look well, and from which not 
much is to be expected. 





Railroad from Pittsburg to Cleveland. 
The Ohioand Pennsylvania, and Cleveland and 
Pittsburg Railroads have formed a junction at Al- 
liance, and passengers are now taken from one 





contractors who performed the work. The scale 





city to the other in twelve hours. 


CAUTION. 


India-rubber Car Springs. 


N advertisement maven. lately appeared in the 
public papers, signed H. H. Day, claiming to 
have received trom the American Institute, the pre- 
mium for the best India-rubber Car Spring, the sub- 
scribers think it well for the satisfaction of their 
friends and those interested, as well as for the pur- 
ose of exposing false statements, to publish the fol- 
lowing Diploma, lately awarded to F, M. RAY, the 
inventor of the r° mee 3 The original of which can - 
be seen at the office of the company, No. 104 Broad- 
way, New York. 

DirpLoma—Awarded by the American Institute to 
F. M. RAY, for the best India-rubber Car Spring. 
A Gold Medal having been before awarded. 

Signed, JAMES TALLMADGE, 
Presicent. 

N. Megs, Recording Sec’y. 

ApvonirAmM CuHanpter, Cor’g. Sec’y. 

New York, Oct., 1851. 

New England Car Spring Co , No. 104 Broadway, 
New York. 7tf. 


Steam Pile Driver. 
OR SALE a Steam Pile Driver with double en- 
gines, and which would be fitted to any width of 
track for railroad pile driving, and sawing off the 
piles at grade, and it may at small expense be re-fit- 
ted for sawing wood for railroads—could be had in 
good order for working in a few days, and would be 
shipped complete to any place desired. It would be 
a good machine fur any ene to build warehouse docks 

and wharves in California. Apply to 
‘ ESSLER & BUNCE, 
Washington st., near the Battery, N. Y. 
New York, Feb. 10, 1852. 


Notice to Contractors. 


Orrice oF Morris anp Essex R.R. Co. 
Newark, N. J., February 10, 1852. 


EALED PROPOSALS will be received at the 
office for the grading, masonry and bridging of 
that part of the extension of the road of this Compa- 
ny to the Delaware River, between its present termi- 
nus at Dover and Hackettstown, (a distance of eigh- 
teen miles), until Satuiday, the 20th day of March 
next. 

Maps, profiles, plans and specifications can be seen 
at the office of the Engineer at Dover, until the time 
above named, J. B. BASSINGER, 

Chief Engineer. 


Zine Paint. 
HE NEW JERSEY ZINC COMPANY hav- 
ing enlarged their works are prepared to offer 
their valuable Zinc Paints at greatly reduced prices. 

Their White Paints which are now sold at for No. 
1, 9 cents, for No. 2, 8 cents, and for-No. 3, 7 cents, 
are much cheaper than any preparations of white 
lead, as they cover from 40 to 50 per cent more sur- 
face. These paints do not change color when expos- 
ed to bilge water, coal gas or sulphurous vapors; and 
as they dry much harder, are more easily kept clean 
than other paints. 

The Brown and Black Zinc Paints are peculiarly 
adapted to all kinds of iron works. Being oxide of 
zinc, they galvanize the iron and preserve it more 
etfectually than any other covering, These are sold 
at 54 cents, at which price they are the cheapest 
paints for outside work, such as depots, station hous- 
es, machine shops, bridges, etc. 

These paints dry rapidly, forming very hard sur- 
faces, which resist the action of the weather much 
longer and are more nearly Fire Proof than any oth- 
er paints 

MANNING & SQUIER. Agents, 
Warehouse No. 45 Dey street, 
Feb. 14. New York. 


LOW MOOR 


LOCOMOTIVE TIRES. 


HE Subscriber, sole agent for the Lowmoor Co., 
is prepared to take orders for this superior descrip- 
tion of tires, which are furnished, bent, welded and 
blocked to any dimensions, having but one weld, and 
at a cost to the importer of less than ¢en cents per 
pound tor the heaviest weighes 


. BAILEY LANG. 
Bosto November 29th. 


lm 
M. B. Hewson, Civil Engineer, 
(Open to a New Engagement,) 
Memphis, ‘Tenn. 



































AMERICAN RAILROAD JOURNAL. 





te 


rii 





a 





Notice to Railroad Contrac- 
tors and Planters. 
Memphis and Charleston Railroad. 

ROPOSALS will be received at the Railroad 
Oitice at Huntsville, Alabama, until the first 
day ot March next, for the Grading and Masonry 
of that part of the Memphis and Charleston Rail- 
road comprehended between its eastern terminus 
and the town of Decatur, a distance of 83 miles.— 
Also for Grading and Masonry of that portion of 
the Railroad lying between Tuscumbia and the 

Mississippi line, a distance of nearly 23 miles. 

The work now offered for contract will embrace 
about three million cubic yards of excavation and 
embankment; 7,500 perches of Bridge Masonry; 
3,500 perches of Arched Culvert Masonry, and 4,- 
500 perches of Box Culvert Masonry. 

Profiles and specifications may be seen at the 
office after the 1st day of February. The whole of 
the work will be inthe Tennessee Valley of North 
Alabama, a country of unsurpassed beauty and fer- 
tility, abounding in Jabor and provisions, 

The commanding position of the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad, designed to connect the Mis- 
sissippi River with lines of Railroad terminating 
upon the Atlantic, must ensure for it a profitable 
trade and travel ; in view of which the Directors 
have determined to offer a portion of the stock in 
compensation for work to be done. Bidders whu 
may be willing to receive the stock of the Com- 
pany in partial or full payment for their labor, 
will please therefore signify the same in their pro- 
posals. 

By order of the Board of Directors. 

JAMES F. COOPER, 
Chief Engineer. 


To Contractors. 


Orrice OF THE FAYETTEVILLE AND 
Norruern Piank Roap Co. 
January 28, 1852. 
EALED PROPOSALS will be received at this 
office until the Ist of March next, for the Su- 
peneneeaee of a Plank Road Bridge over the Cape 
ear River at Fayetteville, upon the plan known 
as Howe’s Truss. There will be two spans of 200 
feet each, with arch timber throughout for each 
span. The bottom chords will be 62 feet above 
low water mark, the depth of the river at low wat- 
er being from 3 to 4 feet. The Bridge will be 16 
feet in the clear, and the depth of the truss will be 
18 feet. There will be a substantial wooden rail- 
ing through the centre of the Bridge, 4 feet high, 
dividing it into two roadways, the whole to be roof- 
ed with shingles and coveredin. The bids will be 
made for the mechanical work, including all the 
materials. And also for the mechanical work, ez- 
cluding timber only. 
Proposals will be received at the same time and 
mg for the Masonry of the Abutments and Piers. 
he bids will state the price per cubic yard tor 
Stone or Brick work laid in Hydraulic cement.— 
Stone can be obtained of a good quality (and boat- 
ed down) 3 miles above the bridge site, and Clay 
of a good quality is foundconvenient, Steamboats 
navigate the river from Wilmington to Fayetteville, 
by which materials and fixtures of all kinds can be 
brought up. The Plans and Specifications can be 
seen at the Office of the Company. 
A. A. McKETHAN, 
J. D. WILLIAMS, 
D. G. McRAE, 


Railroad Iron. 

sy undersigned are prepared to enter into con- 

tracts now at specific prices, to deliver Rail- 
road Iron during the coming Winter and Spring, 
free on board at the shipping ports in Wales, or at 
ports in the United States. 

CHOUTEAU, MERLE & SANFORD, 

Sept. 30, 1851. No. 51 New st. 


Railroad Iron. 

1000 TONS of an approved T pattern, 

59 lbs. per lineal yard, ready for 
delivery. Also, 1500 tons to arrive in March and 
April next. Apply to 

DAVIS, BROOKS & CO., 
28 ——— street. 
m 





Committee. 








January 31, 1852, 


To Locomotive and Car 
Builders. 


ST. LAWRENCE AND ATLANTIC RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

EALED TENDERS, endorsed “ Tenders for 

Locomotives,” will be received at this Office, 

up to SATURDAY, the 3d = next, at noon, for 

the supply at Longueuil, of the following LOCO- 

MOTIVE ENGINES, viz: 


Nine Freight Engines of about 26 tons weight, with 
Tender—three to be delivered by the Ist Novem- 
ber, 1852. and six to be delivered by the 15th Au- 
gust, 1853. : 

Foar Passenger Engines, of about 23 tons weight, 
with Tender, to be delivered by the 15th August, 
1853. 


According to specifications to be seen at this Office 
after the 5th February next. 
A. C. WEBSTER, 
Railroad Company, 


Secretary. 
Montreal, 22d Jan., rs 
ST. LAWRENCE AND ATLANTIC RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 
EALED TENDERS, endorsed “ Tenders for 
Carriages,” will be received at this Office, up 

to FRIDAY, the 20th February next, at noon, for 
the supply, at the Company’s Terminus at Long- 
ueuil, of the following description of RAILWAY 
CARRIAGES, viz: 
One hundred and twenty Baggage Carriages, en- 

closed, on Iron Trucks with lateral motion. 
Ninety Platform Carriages, on Iron Trucks. 


To be correspondent in other respects to pattern 
Carriages of the respective kinds, to be seen on the 
Road. 

The Tenders may apply to the whole or any part 
of the supply, and the delivery must de made at the 
following dates: one-third at Ist May, 1853—the 
remainder 15th August, 1853. 

A. C. WEBSTER, 
Railroad Company, 


Secretary. 
Montreal, 22d Jan., 0 
ST. LAWRENCE AND ATLANTIC RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 
EALED TENDERS, endorsed, ‘‘ Tenders for 
Passenger Carriages,” will be received at this 
Office, up to FRIDAY, the 20th February next, at 
noon, for the supply at Longueuil, of the following 
RAILWAY CARRIAGES, viz: 
Six First Class Passenger Carriages. 
Five Second Class ‘“ “ 
Three Post Office and Express Carriages. 
Five Covered Luggage Vans. 
To be corresponcent to Carriages of the respective 
descriptions now on the road. 
One-third to be delivered by the Ist May, 1853; 
the remainder by the 15th August, 1853. 
A. C. WEBSTER, 
Railroad Company, 


Secretary. 
Montreal, 22d Jan., 1852. 


Rosendale Cement. 
HE NEWARK AND ROSENDALE LIME 
AND CEMENT CO. are now manufacturing at 
their works in NEWARK, N. J., and Ulster county, 
N.Y., a very superior article of Hydraulic Cement— 
also Lime Calcine Plaster,etc. Contractors and deal- 
ers will find it to their advantage to call or make ap- 
plication before purchasing elsewhere. All communi- 
cations addressed to the subscriber, at Newark, N.J., 
will be pay attended to. 
ly*1 HENRY WILDE, Secretary. 


RAILROAD SPRINGS. _ 


Fuller’s India-rubber Springs. 
ache are now made in our own Factory, of 
the best materials. Each spring is guaranteed 
to perform the required work. 
teed against adverse claims. 
Car Builders will save great expense by calling 
at the office of the reer. 
23 Courtlandt St., New York. 


St. Lawrence and Atlantic 


St. Lawrence and Atlantic 


St. Lawrence and Atlantic 








urchasers guaran- 











To Inventors. 

$3,000 Rewarp — To Mecuanicat Inyenrors 
anp Oruers.—In view of the many accidents oc- 
curring on Railroads, and with a desire to promote 
the safety and comfort of railway passengers, the 
undersigned proposes to offer for competition the 
following premiums: 

$1,500 for the best invention for | wigeaar + loss. 
of life from collisions, and from the breaking of 
axles and wheels. 

$800 for the best method of excluding dust from 
cars when in motion. 

$400 for the best railroad brake. 

$300 for the best sleeping or night seat for rail- 
road cars, 

The premiums will be open for competition, from 
this date until the next annual Fair of the Ameri- 
can Institute, where they are expected to be on ex- 
hibition: and no invention already introduced to 
the public will be entitled to compete for the prizes. 
It must be understood that these inventions are to 
be such as can be adopted and put into general use, 
the inventors in all cases retaining their right to 
patents. 

The above will be left to the decision of compe- 
tent judges, appointed by a Cummittee of the Amer- 
ican Institute, to whom all applications on the sub- 
ject must be addressed. F. M. RAY. 

New York, January 1, 1852. 


RAILROAD SPRINGS. 
Fuller’s Patent India-rubber 
Springs. 

RICE reduced to 50 cents per pound. The 

owners of this Patent now manufactare the 
Springs in their own Factory, and guarantee that 
each spring shall perform its required duty. 

Purchasers guaranteed against adverse claims. 
They may have full confidence in the working 
qualities of the springs. 

The suits brought against Ray & Co., will soon 
be brought to issue, and we await the result with 
satisfaction, having full confidence in the pure ad- 
ministration of the Laws. : 

The long advertisements put forth by Ray & Co. 
about prior invention of the spring are worthless 
he has not proved prior invention, and cannot sus- 
tain his patent in a Court of Law. 

For the owners of Fuller’s Patent, 
G. M. KNEVITT, 


23 Courtlandt st., New York. 
October 7, 1851. 


Railroad Commission Agency. 


HE Subscriber offers his services to Railroad Co’s 

and Car Makers for the p»rchase of equipment 

and furniture of roads and depots and all articles and 

materials required in the construction of cars, with 

cash or approved credit. No e fort will be spared to 
select the best articles at the lowest market price. 

He is sole Agent for the manufacture of the EN- 
AMELED CAR LININGS, now in universal use. 
The best Artists are employed in designing new styles, 
and he will make to onic pieces with apprepriate de- 
signs for every part ot the car, in all colors, or with 
silver grounds and bronzed or velvet figures. 

He is also Agent for Page’s Car Window Sash Fas- 
teners, which is preferred by all who have used it to 
any other. CHARLES STODDER, 

75 Kilby st., Boston. 

June 20, 1851. 3m. 


Engine Waste. 

LEAN WASTE for Locomotive and Steam- 
boat Engines, in lots as wanted; also, superior 
Steam Packing. Orders, with explicit directions 











for forwarding, should be addr to 
J. MORTIMER HALL, 
36 South st., New York. 
November 1. 3m 





CORROSIVE SUBLIMATE. 
HIS article now extensively used for the preserva- 

tion of timber, is manufactured and for s 
WERS & WEIGHT 


MAN, smaninetuting Chee. 


FO 





20, 1849. 
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To Contractors. 


HE CHESTER VALLEY RAILROAD 

COMPANY was incorporated by the State of 
Pennsfivania on the 19th of February, 1849, for 
the purpose of completing the road running trom 
Norristown to Downingtown, a distance of about 
twenty-one miles. The road was commenced some 
years since, under the charter of the Norristown 
and Valley Railroad Company, and upwards of 
$800,000 were expended in its construction; but 
owing to causes unnecessary to be enumerated, the 
company failed to complete the work within the 
time prescribed by law. On the application of the 








‘ creditors of the company, the Legislature authoriz- 


ed the consolidation of the outstanding indebtedness 
of the former company into stock of the present 
company, which has been effected, and eleven 
thousand three hundred shares, at filty dollars par, 
issued therefor; and authorized also the creation 
and sale of additional shares, as a preferred stock, 
to an amount, at the par value thereof, sufficient to 
complete the road—which latter stock is entitled to 
a dividend at the rate of eight per cent per annum 
trom the time ot payment, and before any dividend 
can be paid upon the consolidated stock. 

Sealed Proposals will be received until the first 
day of April next, for the entire completion of said 
Railrosd in conformity to a plan and specification 
which may be seen at the office of the President, 
atthe Norristown Railroad depot, at Ninth and 
Green streets, Philadelphia, and detailed informa- 
tion will be furnished by the Engineer, W. H. 
Wilson, Esq. near Downingtown. The contractors 
are to furnish all necessary materials, to deliver 
the road to the company complete and ready for 
use, and to receive in payment the said preferred 
stock, or a portion of the same, and the residue in 
cash—the work to be commenced as soon as the 
claims tor land damages, now in course of adjust- 
ment, shall have been settled—and to be completed 
within nine months thereafter. The form of the 
certificates of stock, together with a specification of 
the work required to be done, and all other neces- 
sary information will be furnished by the President 
of the company on application. 


The position of this road, forming as it will, a 
new connecting link at Downingtown with the Penn- 
sylvania Central railroad and its branches, and with 
the Reading, Germantown and Norristown roads, 
near, Norristown, must render it one of the most 

rofitable of railroad investments. It is impossi- 

le that the Pennsylvania Central railroad when 
completed to Pittsburg, extended to St. Louis, and 
thus connected with other western railroads, can 
discharge by one outlet into Philadelphia, the accu- 
mulated treasures of the west. Commencing at 
Pittsburg, the pressure on the Central road must be 
increased by the produce of every county through 
which it passes. When it is considered that even 
now the Columbus road is frequently overburden- 
ed, the result is apparent. The use of the Chester 
Valley road must become a physical necessity.— 
Without these considerations, the produce, etc., in- 
tended for the southern portions of Philadelphia 
County, would find the latter road the cheapest 
route. Add to this that it passes through a rich 
and highly cultivated country, teeming with the 
best products of a luxurious soil, that the lime nec- 
essary for agricultural purposes is manufactured 
by coal obtained from the Schuylkili regions, and 
that the coal thus required, and the lime thus man- 
ufactured, must be transported on this road; that 
the coal required for fuel in various portions of 
Delaware and Chester Counties, including West- 
chester, and at various points on the Columbia 
road west of Downingtown must be conveyed in 
the same manner, and that the marble which exists 
here in great abundance, and which to be produc- 
tive must be delivered in large blocks, cannot be 
hauled in sufficient sizes on wagons, but may rea- 
dily be conveyed by means of trucks on a railway, 
The completion of this rcad would also give rise 
to an iacreased number of iron, cotton and woolen 
manufaetories, for which the Brandywine furnish- 
es ample water power. The iron, including rail- 
road iron, now being manufactured in the Schuyl- 
kill valley, which is sent west, via the Delaware 
river and Tide Water Canal, at great expense of 
freight, insurance, time, etc., would pass over the 
present road to Downingtown and thence to Colum- 
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bia, Harrisburg, etc. The lumber used along the 
Schuylkill and adjacent country, which is chiefly 
brought down the Susquehanna and the Delaware 
and Schuylkill rivers, woald pass through Colum- 
via and Downingtown over this road, and supply one 
of its largest items of tonnage. Nor is there any 
reason why, inthe district of country lying between 
Downingtown and Norristown, dairy farms should 
should not be cultivated to the same extent as along 
the New York and Erie railroad, and their produce 
find its way to market over the present road. 

All these various sources of income have been 
critically and carefully examined, and the result 
leaves no doubt that the profits of the road would 
suffice to pay a dividend of eight per cent on the 
preferred stock, and an additional dividend of six 
per cent on the consolidated stock. It is therefore 
believed that an ample opportunity is now present- 
ed to contractors for a profitable employment of 
their capital WM. E. MORRIS, President. 

Tuomas B. Taytor, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, January 12, 1852. 


S. CULBERTSON & CO., 
12 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
D. N. Pickering, 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Proprietors AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
DEVLAN’S PATENT LUBRICATING 


OIL, 
Equally applicable to light and heavy Bearings, 
Fast Speeds, ete. 

This Oil, as a Lubricator, possesses the following 
advantages over all other Oils: 

First, It runs machinery with less friction, there- 
by enabling Manufacturers, Steam Ships, Steam- 
boat and Railroad Proprietors to accomplish more 
with the same motive power, and to save their ma- 
chinery from unnecessary wear. 

Second, It produces no Gum upon machinery, 
whereas all other Oils exhibit more or less. On 
machinery which is clean when it is introduced, it 
is warranted to run any length of time without 
showing any indications of gum. 

Third, It will clean off any old gum that may 
have accumulated upon Slides and Journals from 
the use of bad Oils. 

Fourth, As two gallons cf this Oil will last as 
long as three of Sperm, and as it is thirty or forty 
cents a gallon cheaper, the consumer saves, by us- 
ing it, at least fifty per cent. in cost. 

PRICE $1.00 PER GALLON. 

It is now in use onthe Baltimore & Ohio, Balti- 
more & Philadelphia, Susquehanna, Pennsylvania 
Central; Reading, New London, Willimantic & 
Palmer Railroads. Also, on numerous Steamers, 
and in various Manufactories, 





Reading, Pa., July 12, 1850. 
Mr. P. S. Devuan, Patentee 

of the Improved Lubricating Compound : 
Dear Sir,—In answer to your favor of the 11th 
inst., asking our opinion of your Oil, I would reply : 
We have had your Patent Oil in use upon the 
Reading Railroad for some five months past, during 
which time we have used it on our locomotive cars 
and stationary machinery of every description to 
the amount of twelve thousand gallons. It has an- 
swered the purpose to our entire satisfaction, prov- 
ing equal tothe best Sperm Oil, in both lubricating 
and lasting qualities, and securing to us an econo- 
my in its use of Forty per cent. compared with the 
best Sperm Oil. It does not “gam” nor “ choke,” 
runs and feeds freely, and is as pure and clean, and 
free from sediment or deposit as the best Sperm Oil. 
We are at present using it everywhere on the road. 

Yours, very respectfully, G. A. NICOLLS, 
Engineer, etc., Reading Railroad. 


Allaire Works, New York, June 23, 1851. 
We are using Devlan’s Patent Lubricating Oil 

upon all our machinery, both light and heavy, and 
find it better than any other. It is a most perfect 
lubricator, keeping the machinery clear and the 
journalscool. We have nodoubt that it must come 
into general use in Manufactories and upon Steam- 
ships and Railroads, as it is worth more, gallon for 
gallon, than the best Sperm Oil, and is some 40 per 
cent. cheaper. 

E. WINSHIP, Foreman Al’re Works. 





J, BREASTED, Manager Al’re Works, 





Steamship Southerner, New York, May 1, 1851. 
Sirs,—l am using your Oil, exclusively, on the 
steamship Southerner, and consider it superior in 
every respect to any Oill have ever used. I have 
had no heating of journals since I have been using 
it. Il consume not more than two-thirds the quan- 
tity that Ido of other Oils, and my machinery runs 
cleaner and with less friction than it ever run be- 
fore. Iintend using no other Oil in future, and 
cheerfully recommend it to others as the cheapest 

and best Machinery Oil they can buy. 
HENRY FARMER, 
Chief Engineer Steamship Southerner. 


Philadelphia, April 4, 1849, 
Mr. P.S. Devuan: 

Sir,—The Patent Oil you sent me to try, and 
which you design as a substitute for Sperm, has, I 
am happy to say, more than realized my expecta- 
tions. I first had it fully tested on a locomotive en- 
gine for two days, by a skillful engineer, who as- 
sures me that it works equal to the best sperm Jil, 
with asaving in quantity of at least Fifty per cent. 
This saving,together with the greatly reduced price, 
at which you infurm me you can furnish the arti- 
cle, recoramends its use on Railroads, Mills and 
Factories, where large quantities of Oil are used. 
[ have no doubt of its entire success, and under that 
impression tender you my sincere congratulations, 

Truly yours, WILLIAM ENGLISH, 
Sup’t Columbia Railroad. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 12, 1850, 

I certify that Devlan’s Patent Lubricating Com- 
pound, has been thoroughly tested upon the Phila- 
delphia & Reading Railroad, and all its locomotive 
engines, cars, and stationary machinery, and that 
the reports of the same have been most favorable 
and satisfactory, ahowing it to be fully equal to the 
best Sperm Oil in its lubricating and lasting qual- 
ities, JOHN TUCKER, 

President Phila. & Reading Railroad Co. 


To Car Builders and Rail- 


road Companies. 


HM subscriber is now part owner of “ Fuller’s 
Patent India Rubber Car Springs,” and cautions 
all persons interested of his determination to maintain 
his rights uader this patent. Fuller’s patent is the 
original, first, and only genuine patent. Extensive 
arrangements are made to supply the springs to car 
builders, railroad companies, and all who require the 
use of this patent. 

The price is fixed at 50 cents per pound, including 
the privilege to use the patent. 

The American Institute have just awarded the ad- 
vertiser the first premium for best India rubber car 
springs. 

Orders from anv part of the United States, giving 
the exact size of the pieces of rubber required, will be 
promptly executed. 

No other person has authority to make or vend the 
India rubber car springs, which operate by compres- 


sion of the rubber. 
HORACE H. DAY, 
Oldest manufacturer of India rubber now in the busi- 
ness in the United States, and owner of nineteen 
India rubber patents. Warehouse 23 Courtlandt 
street, New York. 





Public attention is called to the advertisement of 
Mr. Day. He is now the only person authorized to 
manufacture and vend my patent in the United States. 


By his Attorney, G. M. KNEVITT. 
New York, /851. 


Boiler Plates and Axles, 
Mave of the celesrated Low Moor Iron, are of- 
fered for sale at the manufacturer’s prices by 
WM BAILEY LANG, 
No. 9 Liberty Square, Boston. 





Jan 22, 1852. 


To Engineers. 

NEW WORK on the Marine Boilers of the 

United States, prepared from authentic draw- 
ings, and illustrated by 70 engravings, among 
which are those of the fastest and begt steamers in 
the country, has just been published by B. H. Bar- 
tol, Engineer, and is for sale at the store of 

D. APPLETON & CO., 


Broadway 
September !, 1851, 














